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Suggestions for a new year 
Ways to Have 
Better Devotions 
, by Robert P. Barrett 
Most would agree that worship 
and prayer, understanding God and 
his Word, and application of the 
Bible to our lives are central to our 
devotions. If we leave this time with 
a "project spirit," something to work 
on with and for the Lord, we have a 
sense of fulfillment. Alertness is re-
quired; falling asleep is not helpful in 
most cases. 
Don't always be quiet ("Quiet time" 
may be a misleading name for devo-
tions.) 
1. Sing worship and prayer songs. It 
is wonderful how many new cho-
ruses can fit right into one's time 
with the Lord. "Thou Art Worthy," 
"Our God Reigns," "Father I Adore 
You," "Seek Ye First the Kingdom 
of God," and many more will lift 
your devotions. 
2. Pray and worship out loud, at 
least say the names of God with your 
voice. Remember a large ship is 
guided by a small rudder, so our life 
is greatly influenced by what we say. 
Be a witness to all the heavenly hosts 
as you pray out loud. 
3. If you play an instrument, don't 
be afraid to use it. Whistle a song, 
strum one on your guitar or uke, 
conduct along as you sing, play a 
harmonica and go over the words in 
your mind, etc. (There are books 
Robert Barrett is Assistant Professor of 
Engineering and Mathematical Sciences at 
Messiah College, Grantham, Pa. 
now which could be classified as 
klutz books to teach various skills. 
One has been written for harmonica 
Country and Blues Harmonica for 
the Musically Hopeless, published 
by Klutz Press, Box 2992, Stanford, 
CA 94305.1 have some ideas on how 
a klutz can learn to play the guitar by 
first learning how to play a baritone 
uke. I would be glad to share these 
ideas with anyone who would write.) 
4. If you drink coffee or tea, a cup 
on rising, before the Bible study, can 
really clear away the mental cob-
webs. Other people will find a shower 
invigorating. 
5. Some Christian music tapes or 
records can be real devotional aids. 
Be active 
6. Lift up your hands in private 
prayer, open your hands to receive 
God's blessing, even stretch your 
limbs in appreciation of God's pro-
vision. It can help to walk around 
when you pray. Many of us think 
prayer on our knees is more reverent 
and effective. However, falling asleep 
on your knees is really not good 
communication with your heavenly 
Father. 
7. Have a literal prayer closet. In it, 
put up prayer letters and prayer 
cards, missionary challenges and re-
quests, and pictures of those you 
want to remember in prayer. This 
closet can gain a certain flavor so 
that you get in the habit of interced-
ing when you open the door and see 
all the requests. Put up inspiring 
Scripture verses like Acts 9:15: "This 
man is my chosen instrument to 
carry my name . . ." or verses from 
Revelation which call you to join in 
worship and prayer. I am inspired by 
John 15:16: "You did not choose me, 
but I chose you to go and bear 
fruit—fruit that will last. Then the 
Father will give you whatever you 
ask in my name." 
8. Start your devotions as soon as 
possible when you get up, so that 
you are not caught up in the scurry 
of the day. 
9. Ask God to help you with your 
inspiration time. Ask specifically for 
what you need, such as discipline, 
alertness, insight, a praising spirit. 
10. Do a Bible word study on wor-
ship, faithfulness, prayer. 
11. Use felt tip pens or crayons to 
shade important passages in your 
Bible. Different colors can have sig-
nificance. I like to mark worship/ 
prayer verses with green (for growth), 
salvation with red, applications to 
my life with orange. 
12. Use intercession hotlines. Oper-
ation Mobilization has a New Jersey 
number (1-201-423-4599) for you to 
call to get fresh prayer requests. Use 
this number and others. 
13. Have special days from time to 
time. I like to have a Forgiveness 
Day when I consciously forgive ev-
eryone of everything that I feel I 
have against them. On this special 
day I realize I must forgive if I want 
God to forgive me. (If there is some-
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one I can't forgive, I will need to get 
counsel.) Praise Day (when I only 
praise or thank the Lord), Repent-
ance Day, or a day for intercession 
for one country or ministry are all 
emphases to enliven devotions. 
Use a notebook for your devo-
tional time 
14. A small notebook about Bible 
size may be best. I write down the 
day and date as a start. I may write a 
prayer and praise next. I write as I 
would pray out loud without over-
attention to the rules of writing. As a 
person writes out a praise, it seems 
more definite and meaningful. 
15. Write out key verses, with the 
reference, as a memory aid. Outline 
a passage that you are studying or 
list all the reasons the writer gives for 
something. Two columns are often 
helpful in Bible study. For example, 
on the left write the manifestations 
of the flesh, and on the right all the 
manifestations of the Spirit; or on 
the right, fruitbearing, and on the 
left, non-fruitbearing. Often the 
Bible gives two opposite views, and 
two columns help catalog what the 
passage is saying. 
16. Write down requests and an-
swers. I have seen that prayer is one 
of the most important things I can 
do. "Don't pray to do the work of 
God. Prayer is the work of God." 
17. Organize your journal or devo-
tional books by numbering them. 
Most spiral notebooks of Bible size 
have 40 to 50 pages, and you may 
finish them in two months or so. 
Write on the front cover the start 
and finish dates, and the page num-
ber of important studies. For ex-
ample, one of my books lists these 
studies: "Steps guided by the Lord, 
p. 10; Keep in step with the Spirit, p. 
14; The resurrection appearances of 
Jesus, p. 32." In between these stud-
ies there is an ongoing study of 
Isaiah. 
18. A special time to seek the Lord 
in devotions is when you experience 
a trial. As Psalm 119:71 says, "It is 
good for me to be afflicted, so that I 
might learn your decrees." 
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Out of the cradle 
and 
into the world 
« . 1 
by Robert J. Douglass 
We have just celebrated Christ-
mas. A babe in a manger whose 
coming into the world brought sal-
vation to man. The manger scenes 
which decorated our church lawns 
and courthouse squares have all 
been removed. The makeshift cra-
dles which symbolized our Lord's 
humble birth have all been packed 
into their s tyrofoam boxes for 
another year. 
I wonder how many of us have 
packed away our adoration of Jesus 
along with these manger scenes? The 
manger scene of nearly 2,000 years 
ago saw the baby Jesus leave the 
cradle and enter the world. The cra-
dle scene then, as now, was not an 
end but a beginning. A beginning of 
something dramatic and dynamic as 
our Lord entered the world with the 
life-transforming message that God 
had come to dwell with men. 
This year, let's let the baby out of 
the cradle and into our lives. He 
comes now, as then, with people 
transforming power. A power to 
move us out of the rut of sin into an 
abundant life. God wants this power 
of the empty cradle in our families, 
our professions, and our churches. 
Bob Douglass is pastor of the new church 
planting in Cedar Hills, near Dallas, Texas. 
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Out of the cradle 
and into our families 
It has often been said that it is 
harder to show love to those who are 
closest to us than to those outside of 
the family. The truth of the matter is 
that those who live with us day in 
and day out see our bad side as well 
as the good. All too often they bear 
the brunt of our frustrations and pay 
for the consequences of our tempta-
tions. Nothing is more important in 
the family setting than self-control 
and fidelity. 
Both self-control and fidelity have 
their origin in love. A love which 
breeds commitment. Where does 
such a love come from? The world is 
not able to produce it. We live in an 
age where divorce, child and spouse 
abuse, and sexual promiscuity have 
fractured family life. As one person 
put it, the three stages of modern 
family life are matrimony, acrimony, 
and alimony. Good Christian mor-
als are not able to produce this love 
either. In recent decades even the 
testimony of the church has been 
marred by similar wrongdoings. No! 
This kind of love can only come 
f rom the risen Lord who sends his 
Spirit into our hearts—a Spirit who 
desires to produce in our marriages 
and families the fruit of "love . . . 
goodness . . . f a i th fu lness . . . 
and self-control." 
On a rare occasion, we run into a 
family which displays this spiritual 
harmony and fidelity. We see a hus-
band and wife who are committed to 
discussing problems instead of ignor-
ing them or fighting; a son and 
daughter who feel free to confide in 
their parents because Mom and Dad 
have shown patience in handling 
past difficulties. There are not per-
fect families, but there are families 
who have learned to deal with their 
imperfections through the love born 
of the Spirit. 
When we let the Lord out of the 
cradle into our families, he produces 
a bond of love that cannot be broken, 
a love forged by the power of the 
Holy Spirit, and a commitment which 
like a strong chain cannot be broken, 
no matter how strong the pull of the 
world on our lives. 
Out of the cradle 
and into our professions 
I am personally convinced that 
the greatest witness we can have in 
our society takes place in the work-
a-day world. The key to our witness 
in this setting is honesty and respon-
sibility. Our non-Christian fellow 
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workers look on to see if we conduct 
our business honestly or dishonestly, 
as responsible or lazy workers. 
Unfortunately, we live in an age 
which is dominated by the desire for 
mate r i a l possess ions , co rpo ra t e 
prestige, and financial security. While 
these things are not wrong in and of 
themselves, they all too often become 
an obsession. When possessions be-
come an obsession, it is usually 
integrity in the work place that is 
compromised. This compromise puts 
Christ back in the cradle and packed 
away for another year. 
Our obsession with financial suc-
cess has led many of us away f rom 
the high moral standards set down in 
the Scriptures, moral ideals such as 
"do unto others as you would have 
them do unto you," "turn the other 
cheek," "go the second mile," and 
many others. In these and related 
passages, Christ is not calling us to 
financial ineptness or naivete in bus-
iness. He is calling us to treat others 
with the same integrity that we want 
them to show us. He calls on us not 
to seek revenge when wronged in the 
business world. He calls on us to go 
as far as wisdom will allow us to go 
in helping others who are not as for-
tunate as ourselves. 
We are all familiar with Charles 
Dickens' "A Christmas Carol." In 
the story, we meet a man named 
Scrooge who is so absorbed with his 
own business success that he has no 
sympathy for the less privileged peo-
ple with whom he comes into con-
tact. His selfishness leads to the loss 
of his fiancde. His dishonest business 
deals evict all friendships f rom his 
life. His 'pinch-penny' attitude brings 
pain and discomfort into the lives of 
all the people around him. In short, 
his obsession for possessions and 
prestige rob him of all that is good 
and kind in life. But on the night 
before Christmas, Scrooge has a 
dream. In this dream he sees himself 
for what he really is and realizes how 
much happiness he has forfeited. 
I would not suggest that we fit into 
the same category with Scrooge. 
However, all of us could stand some 
self-examination of our business atti-
tudes and activities. Have we made 
financial prosperity the goal of our 
lives? Have we been willing to share 
the prosperity God has given to us? 
Have we been so obsessed with 
materialism that we have allowed 
ourselves to cheat or take unfair 
advantage of others? Is Christ still in 
the cradle? 
Out of the cradle 
and into the world 
In the Gospels we read Christ's 
words, that "where two or three are 
gathered in my name, there I am." 
Christ spoke this in reference to the 
church. The church, accordingly, is 
to be the primary example of the 
uncradled Christ. A place where 
unity and compassion are the spirit-
ual heartbeat of the saints. All too 
often this has not been the case. 
Instead, bias and bitterness have 
kept Christ in the cradle. When 
Christ is kept in the manger, the 
church becomes as antiquated as the 
wood and plastic manger scenes 
erected at Christmas. 
This week, I finished reading 
Carlton Wittlinger's book on the his-
tory of the Brethren in Christ. I was 
impressed with his record of how the 
Brethren have unleashed the power 
of the uncradled Christ time and 
again throughout our history. We 
can see it as early as our denomina-
tion's inception, when Jacob Engle 
and others responded to the moving 
T h e Christmas 
celebrations are 
over. But God 
wants the power 
of the empty 
cradle in our 
families, in our 
professions, and 
in our churches. 
of the Holy Spirit in the Pennsylva-
nia revivals of 1780. It can be seen in 
the sensitivity of the brethren to 
Wesleyan holiness at the turn of the 
century. Again it could be seen in 
1950 in Indianapolis when a group 
of brethren sat down to discuss 
growth in the history of the denomi-
nation. Throughout our history we 
have been marked as a group which 
has let Christ out of the cradle and 
into our churches. 
But does this continue to be one of 
our distinguishing marks? When the 
world looks in on our churches, do 
they see something refreshingly dif-
ferent f rom what they experience in 
life? Do they behold our love and 
unity? Our commitment to help each 
other in spite of personal differences? 
Out of the cradle 
and into our lives 
How do we let the babe out of the 
cradle? How can we build this family 
fidelity, business integrity, and church 
unity? It is accomplished only by fol-
lowing the footsteps of Jesus away 
f rom the cradle of spiritual birth to 
spiritual maturity. When we let Christ 
out of the cradle, we come out of the 
cradle as well, and begin to grow up 
in Christ. 
The process of leaving the cradle 
is called discipleship. Discipleship is 
a commitment to follow the example 
of Christ; to love as he loved; to be 
humble as he was humble; to obey 
the Father as he did. To sum it up in 
one word—selflessness. Are we will-
ing to make the sacrifice for God and 
others that Christ made for us? It is 
only this attribute of selflessness that 
will animate our churches, deepen 
the love of our families, and improve 
our witness in the business com-
munity. 
The Christmas celebrations are 
over, but the Spirit of Christmas can 
live on within us. That same Spirit 
which brought the incarnate Christ 
into this world by the virgin Mary 
can incarnate Christ in us once 
again. Christ can be visible in our 
families, business conduct , and 
churches. Have we let the Lord out 
of the cradle? 
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CONFLICT 
What you don't know 
CAN hurt you 
by Dave Brubaker 
Why study conflict? 
Nobody particularly likes conflict. 
It's lonely, it's painful, it's scary. It 
hurts. The truth, however, is that we 
can get better, more skillful, at deal-
ing with conflict. And that's the 
number one reason to spend time 
thinking about conflict. There's a 
second reason to study conflict, and 
that is that our faith calls us to grap-
ple seriously with conflict in our 
world and to find ways of dealing 
with it effectively. And the final rea-
son is that conflict can make us 
grow. When I think about my expe-
rience in conflict, Fve discovered 
that those moments have often been 
times of enormous growth. 
Ron Kraybill, the director of the 
Mennonite Conciliation Service and 
author of the above, has been ab-
sorbed in other people's conflicts for 
the past 10 years. Ron has helped 
scores of churches work through 
painful conflicts, some that threat-
ened to split congregations. He has 
listened to hundreds of family mem-
bers, neighbors, and business part-
ners, some so angry with each other 
that their relationships were collaps-
ing. He has flown around the coun-
try, and to other countries, to inter-
vene in conflict situations and to 
train others how to better manage 
conflict. 
Ron knows that conflict is indeed 
lonely, painful, and scary. Although 
Ron has an above-average success 
ra te in helping individuals and 
churches to positively work through 
conflict, not all of his interventions 
result in healed relationships. And 
even in the best of mediations, the 
pain of conflict does not suddenly 
disappear. Yet Ron has committed 
much of his life to spreading his 
belief that we must learn to skillfully 
confront the inevitable conflicts in 
our lives. 
In June of1986, Dave Brubaker began an 
assignment as an editor and staff associate 
with Mennonite Conciliation Services, a 
ministry of Mennonite Central Committee 
(with whom Dave and Martha served for 
three years in northeast Brazil). This is the 
first in a series of four articles by Dave on 
conflict and mediation, commissioned by the 
Board for Brotherhood Concerns. 
A t home, at 
work, at church— 
wherever we find 
two or more 
people whose 
lives overlap—we 
find the potential 
for conflict. 
All of us encounter conflict, some-
times daily. At home, at work, at 
church—wherever we find two or 
more people whose lives overlap— 
we find the potential for disagree-
ments and conflict. Yet most of us 
don't know how to skillfully respond 
to conflict. As Christians, and per-
haps especially as biblical pacifists, 
we tend to believe that conflict is 
wrong. In fact, the existence of con-
flict in our personal or congrega-
tional lives is so threatening that our 
most common response is to pretend 
that it doesn't exist. 
The Bible and conflict 
Yet the Bible is full of conflict. 
From Genesis to Revelation, our 
Holy Scriptures resound with stories 
of real people who disagreed, argued, 
broke fellowship, and at times even 
killed each other. 
But not all biblical accounts of 
conflict have an unhappy ending. 
The book of Acts, for example, is an 
amazing tale of persecution outside 
the church and power struggles with-
in the church. Yet those convulsive 
years following Christ's death were 
also a time of mushrooming growth 
for the early church. A potentially 
nasty rift between Grecian Jews and 
Hebraic Jews over the distribution 
of food to needy widows led to the 
creation of the office of deacon (Acts 
6). A "sharp dispute and debate" 
between Paul and Barnabas and 
men from Judea who came to Anti-
och resulted in a council in Jerusa-
lem which drafted a document for 
Gentile believers (Acts 15). In fact, 
even the canon which we now accept 
as inspired Scripture was determined 
only after difficult disagreements 
among church leaders. 
Conflict, as Ron Kraybill observes, 
is an "arena of revelation" in the 
Bible. Reading about the struggles 
of the saints of the church may help 
to free us f rom the illusion that we 
dare not have conflict. And a review 
of our own history as a church 
should further convince us that con-
flict is normal. The question then is 
not if we will disagree, but how we 
will disagree. 
Matthew 18 provides the best 
known model for dealing with con-
flict, especially among believers. A 
four-step process is proposed for 
handling disagreements: 
1. Go directly to the person with 
whom you disagree. 
2. If that does not resolve it, choose 
one or two other persons who 
could facilitate a second meeting 
with the person. 
3. If the conflict is still not resolved, 
then it may be appropriate to "tell 
it to the church." Clearly this 
would require a carefully planned 
process, to avoid unnecessary 
trauma for the persons involved. 
4. If your adversary fails to listen 
even to the church, he or she 
should be treated as a "pagan or a 
tax-collector." In adopting this 
strategy of last resort, one must 
keep in mind how Jesus treated 
pagans and tax-collectors. 
In truth, most of us never even get 
to step one. The thought of con-
fronting a brother or sister about an 
area of disagreement is so paralyzing 
that instead we end up repressing 
feelings of anger and bitterness. Then, 
after months or years of repressing 
those feelings, we sometimes explode 
in angry actions or words that shock 
us and hurt others. 
Understanding your 
style in conflict 
While we may not even be aware 
of it, all of us have a preferred "style" 
of responding to conflict. This style 
may be very different from, or even 
the opposite of, our day-to-day per-
sonality style. Under the stress of 
conflict, most persons tend to shift 
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to one or two familiar strategies that 
they have developed in previous 
conflict situations. To act in ways 
different f rom these familiar styles 
requires both skill and will. 
Although there are numerous ways 
of assessing one's style, the Menno-
nite Conciliation Service has adapted 
a commonly-used style survey which 
identifies five basic styles of conflict 
management. These are: 
1. Accommodating (tends to agree 
or give in under conflict) 
2. Avoiding (tends to deny or with-
draw f rom conflict) 
3. Collaborating (tends to dialogue 
openly, seek "win/win" solution) 
4. Compromising (tend to bargain, 
meet other party half-way) 
5. Forcing (tends to compete or 
control) 
While none of these five styles are 
inherently good or bad, some are 
clearly more appropriate in some 
situations than in others. It may be 
advisable to avoid confl ict , fo r 
example , when a d r u n k , angry 
motorist cuts in f ront of you in the 
parking lot. On the other hand, you 
may need to force your will on oth-
ers if an emergency occurs and you 
need to take charge. What should be 
avoided is the tendency to get "stuck" 
in only one style, and to lose the 
flexibility to choose f rom various 
styles. 
While individuals develop certain 
styles of responding to conflict, 
groups such as congregations also 
do. Perhaps the most common habit 
that Brethren in Christ congrega-
tions evidence is the tendency to 
avoid (or ignore) the presence of 
conflict. We sincerely believe that 
conflict is wrong and that if we just 
act as if it isn't there, the conflict will 
probably go away. The avoidance 
pendency may also be due to our 
history as a people. Our European 
foreparents, stripped by theology of 
the possibility of fighting their op-
pressors, learned to flee f rom them 
instead. 
A third way 
Conf l i c t m a n a g e m e n t t heo ry 
stresses that there is a third way, a 
skillful way, that chooses to neither 
question is 
not if we will dis-
agree, but how we 
will disagree— 




fight nor flee. It is a way that insists 
on being hard on the issues, but soft 
on the people. Ron Kraybill likes to 
share two stories which illustrate the 
conventional ways of responding to 
conflict and disagreement: 
My grandfather used to tell the 
story about an old Amish bishop 
who was sitting in his kitchen one 
Saturday morning when he saw a 
horse and buggy roll in the lane. A 
member of the bishop's church got 
out of the buggy, tied up his horse, 
came in and wanted to talk. Over 
coffee, this man told a tale of woe 
about the terrible things that were 
happening between him and his neigh-
bor, the problems that they had 
farming together, the difficulties be-
tween the wives and the kids, on and 
on the man went. The bishop sat 
there listening and tried to be under-
standing. Finally, when the fellow 
was all finished, the bishop leaned 
back thoughtfully, and then he 
stroked his beard very solemnly and 
said, "Ja.ja, du hast recht," which is 
German for, " Yes, yes, you're right." 
The man got up and walked out of 
the door a happy Amishman.for he 
had the bishop on his side. 
Wouldn't you know that 10 min-
utes later another buggy rolled in the 
lane, and another Amishman got 
out and wanted to talk. And again 
the bishop sat and listened to a tale 
of woe about the terrible things that 
this man was experiencing with his 
neighbor, the same man who had 
just left. The problems with the 
wives and the kids and the farming. 
Again the bishop tried to be under-
standing. And when the man was all 
finished the bishop leaned back and 
stroked his beard and said, "Ja, ja, 
du hast recht." And the second man 
got up and left a happy Amishman, 
for he had the bishop on his side. 
Well, the old bishop's wife had 
been working in the kitchen, and she 
overheard both of these conversa-
tions. So after the second man left 
she came over to the table, leaned 
down, and said, "Pappy, they can't 
both be right!" The bishop leaned 
back and stroked his beard and said, 
"Ja,ja, du hast recht!' " 
That's what we call the "nice-guy 
fantasy," the belief that if we say yes 
to everyone we won't have any con-
flict. In our desire to be soft on the 
people, we are soft on the issues as 
well. There's another approach to 
conflict, known as the "tough guy 
approach." Ron illustrates that ap-
proach this way: 
I know of some persons who are 
opposed to the arms race. These 
people go to the Pentagon in Washing-
ton, D. C., and they want to confront 
the Pentagon colonels with the 
wickedness of their ways. So they sit 
down with these colonels and they 
say something like this, "Can't you 
fellows see that it's just not construc-
tive to call the Russians stupid, 
bloody idiots? You stupid, bloody 
idiots!" 
This approach believes that to be 
tough on the issues you must be 
tough on the people involved as well. 
Neither the nice-guy nor the tough-
guy approach is very effective in con-
flict. What is needed is a third way. 
This third way requires skill because 
it doesn't come naturally to most of 
us. Since it is not instinctive, it must 
be learned. In the next issue of the 
Visitor, we'll explore the "Foreign 
Language of Caring," and present 
specific listening and speaking skills 
which can enhance our repertoire of 
responses to conflict. 
If you would like to receive the MCS news-
letter, Conciliation Quarterly, on a donation 
basis, write or call Mennonite Conciliation 
Service, 21 S. 12th Street, Akron, PA 17501 
(717)859-1151. 
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I sat in my study wringing my 
hands and "stewing" inside. Our 
Missions Conference was less than 
two weeks away and the nicely 
printed brochure the Missions Com-
mittee had approved had not mate-
rialized. I called our Mission Chair-
man who assured me that everything 
was "under control." And it was, by 
his standards. Yet by my standards 
the brochure was too late. 
It took me more than a few min-
utes to put that experience in per-
spective. Here we were, two commit-
ted Christians trying to accomplish 
almost precisely the same objective, 
yet inflicting a good deal of stress on 
each other in the process. 
The more I thought about that 
incident, the more I realized how 
frequently conflicts in the church, 
like conflicts in the marriage, arise 
f rom differing expectations. Yet the 
problem may remain hidden because 
all of us seem to want basically the 
same thing. 
To use Dr. John Alexander's terms 
f rom Managing Our Work, we have 
objectives, goals and standards. The 
objectives mesh beautifully: "To have 
a well-attended missions conference 
at which every believer will hear 
God's plan for the world and be chal-
lenged to discover his or her part in 




cause conflict in 
the church. How 
can we "put it all 
together" to 
maintain our unity 
in Christ? 
match: "To produce a colorful, in-
formative brochure telling members 
all they need to know to participate 
in the Missions Conference." But the 
standards, because left unexpressed, 
differed. 
Then it dawned on me how fre-
quently divergent standards are the 
underlying cause of dissatisfaction, 
conflict, frustration and hurt in the 
church. 
For instance, my standard as a 
pastor is to have as many meaning-
ful conversations after morning wor-
ship as possible and still get to my 
Sunday school class on time. A parish-
ioner's standard for me may be to 
speak to everyone, including him or 
her. Result: "The pastor never speaks 
to me." That is not true, but I cer-
tainly have failed to meet the parish-
ioner's unexpressed standard. 
A secretary may have, as a stand-
ard, getting the bulletin finished by 
noon on Thursday. A parishioner 
may not think about the bulletin 
until Friday. That may seem to be 
"plenty of time" to one who has 
Putting it all together 
. by Greg R. Scharf 
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never planned a church secretary's 
week. It is a matter of standards. 
But time is not the only area 
where standards diverge. Quality is 
another. One trustee considers it 
good stewardship to use metal door 
jambs on the new educational wing. 
Another feels anything less than 
solid oak would not bring glory to 
the Lord. Both are equally commit-
ted to doing the very best they can. 
Their standards differ. 
Someone sings a solo as part of 
worship. The words are from the 
heart. The vocalization itself leaves 
something to be desired. Some are 
thrilled at the singer's willingness 
and courage. Others are distracted 
and embarrassed. Why? Their stand-
ards are different. 
A list of divergent standards could 
extend almost indefinitely. Not only 
standards of time and quality, but 
also of efficiency, attractiveness, and 
frequency, vary from one person to 
another. The possibilities for disap-
pointment and discouragement are 
almost limitless unless we do two 
things: evaluate and communicate. 
Evaluation means first asking my-
self, "Are my standards realistic?" I 
am a perfectionist. Many evangeli-
cals are. It's not a strength. It's a 
weakness. Sometimes I place unreal-
istic expectations on other people. 
That only guarantees that they will 
fail. 






I must regularly challenge my 
own standards by Scripture. Am I 
helping people find their place under 
Christ's easy yoke (Matt. 11:29-30) 
or am I foisting my own unrealistic 
expectations on them? Am I a harder 
taskmaster than the Master? If so, I 
need to repent and ask the Lord to 
help bring my standards into line 
with His. 
At the same time, it's wise to 
gently help others evaluate their stand-
ards. They may need to relax a little, 
too. Or they may need to face the 
reality that their performance in 
some areas simply isn't up to stand-
ard—God's standard. Then they 
need some combination of warning, 
encouragement, help and patience (I 
Thess. 5:14). 
Once we have evaluated our stand-
ards, we must clearly communicate 
them. Most conflicts arising from 
differing standards happen because 
we haven't talked about what we 
expect. If everyone knows the stand-
ard and someone fails to meet it, we 
can lovingly hold the person accoun-
table and help him or her succeed. 
But if no standard has been stated, 
any attempt to evaluate could be 
taken as personal criticism. 
Standards ought to be communi-
cated in writing when possible. 
Minutes of meetings, memos, and 
letters can all serve that purpose. 
When oral communication seems 
preferable, be sure the other person 
heard what you think you said. A 
written note, reinforced by an ex-
planation and followed by discus-
sion and questions, helps me com-
municate. Even then I don't always 
succeed. But I'm learning that peo-
ple cannot be expected to read my 
mind. 
God has commissioned us to ea-
gerly maintain the unity of the Body 
of Christ (Eph. 4:1-5). Become aware 
of differing standards. Then evalu-
ate and communicate. It's important 
enough to work at. • 
The author pastors Salem Evangelical 
Free Church in Fargo, North Dakota. Re-
printed by permission from the Evangelical 
Beacon, published by the Evangelical Free 
Church of America. Copyright ®1986. 
LIVING WISELY 
AND WELL 
by Earle L. Wilson 
| H E T I M E S are jittery, shot with fear and confu-
sion. And we are not likely to grow out of it. Most of 
us have concluded that we will probably have to live 
the rest of our lives in a time of trouble and anxiety. 
Dr. Elton Trueblood observed candidly: "What-
ever the course of history may be in the next years it 
will not be a course of tranquility. Our modern world 
has developed so much animosity, justifiable fear, 
open confusion, that there is no peace. Peace in our 
time is as unlikely as was prosperity in the South 
immediately following the American Civil War 
because the conditions of peace simply do not exist, 
and we cannot see how they may arise for a very long 
time." 
Instead of yearning for calmer days, the way of 
wisdom is to learn to live wisely and well in the midst 
of continuous strain. In times like these the Bible 
should come alive for us because the Bible was writ-
ten in times like these. The Bible has a great deal to 
say about inner poise, though the word does not 
appear. Poise is an intensely spiritual achievement. It 
is not placidity which may be nothing more than low 
blood pressure or a fortunate metabolism. Rather it 
is the combination of several qualities deeply rooted 
in religious experience. Isaiah said "In quietness and 
in confidence shall be your strength" (Isa. 30:15). 
How do we achieve that—the dignity of inner poise 
in a time of continuous strain? 
P E R S P E C T I V E — T h e ability to see the present 
moment and immediate event against the back-
ground of a larger reference. We get fidgety about 
our time because we stand too close to it. A bitter 
experience can distort a whole lifetime. In home life, 
a slight remark can swell to monstrous size and a 
trivial disagreement can take the foreground as 
though it were an earthshaking calamity. In church 
life, divisions generally result f rom small matters. 
Furthermore, the battlefield of the world has 
moved into our living rooms. If we have nothing but 
a headline view of life, we are not likely to have much 
inner poise. Steadiness comes in perspective, the abil-
ity to set the clamor of the moment against the 
dimensions of the ages. As Emerson put it, "to say 
what the centuries are saying against the days." 
B, BALANCE —The restraint and control of runa-
way emotion. Emotions are the driving forces of life, 
but when they get out of hand they destroy us. There 
are an awfully lot of people in bad moods. I some-
times wonder if some poisonous bug has bitten us. 
We Christians should be a healing influence on 
society, take some of the "hiss" out of hysteria, 
reduce the fever, and restore some decent balance in 
our judgments. At least we should tackle the emo-
tional ailments in ourselves. When we lose compo-
sure we become tired, worried, and frightened. To be 
poised in spirit is simply to be in balance, to hold the 
emotions in control. 
May God help us to be light-hearted without being 
light-headed; be optimistic without being sentimen-
tal; be serious without being sad; be concerned with-
out being a crackpot; learn to raise the eyebrow 
instead of the roof. 
R u T H — T h e r e is nothing that puts steadiness into 
life like the assurance you are standing on solid 
ground. If you believe in truth and want nothing but 
truth to triumph, you are not likely to be upset by 
doubts, confusion, contradictions, and even opposi-
tion. God really is in control. Therefore we can afford 
to wait. 
It is really not wise to expect the times to be so 
altered as to eliminate life's stress. Rather let us 
discover the poise so appropriate for God's people in 
perspective, balance and faith. 
In personal devotion with God and His Word we 
learn these secrets which are the ways to living wisely 
and well. 
Reprinted by permission from the December 15,1986, issue of 
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My husband had a touch of the 
flu so I was alone as I entered the 
church that Sunday morning. A 
woman I knew slightly had come in 
in front of me, and we greeted each 
other as the usher handed us each a 
bulletin—clean, smooth, and color-
ful. 
Because we were both alone, we 
sat together in a pew near the middle 
of the sanctuary. I used my bulletin 
to follow the order of worship, even 
though I knew it by heart, and to 
check the numbers of the hymns and 
the Scripture being used today. When 
the hour was over, my bulletin was 
still as clean and new looking as 
before. 
But I had noticed my pew mate 
scribbling on hers all through the 
service. Now as she started to put it 
into her purse, she saw me watching, 
and her face got a little pink. 
"I couldn't get along without my 
bulletin this week," she said with a 
laugh. 
I must have shown my surprise. "I 
always just throw mine away." What 
value could a bulletin be after the 
service was over? 
"Oh, I couldn't do that!" She 
handed me the bulletin she was sav-
ing. It was not clean and smooth 
now; it was covered with penciled 
notes. 
By the hymn listing of "Sweet 
Hour of Prayer" was a note. "Marie— 
favorite—Cleveland—pray—write." 
I had no idea who Marie was; 
apparently an old friend who now 
lived in Cleveland. She had come to 
mind now only because this had 
been her favorite hymn, but now 
there would be a prayer and a note 
from an old friend for her. 
Near the Bible text was another 
notation. "Call Anne—alone—din-
ner." I was pretty sure that was a 
recently widowed older woman from 
our congregation. The Bible verse 
had apparently brought her to my 
friend's thoughts. 
Another note, beside the announce-
ment of our Women's Association 
meeting in this week's "Calendar of 
Events," said, "Call Ginny—pick up." 
I wondered if Ginny was someone 
new in town; the name didn't mean 
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1 couldn't get along without my 
bulletin this week," she said with a 
laugh. I must have shown my surprise. 
"I always just throw mine away." 
anything to me. But it's pretty hard 
to turn down an invitation that 
includes being picked up at your 
door. 
Other events on the calendar had 
a star beside them—events she would 
be going to. A few had a "pray" 
notation—events she was not per-
sonally involved with, like a pastors' 
meeting out of town that our minis-
ter would attend. 
Along one margin was "Prayer 
List." It had the names of those Pas-
tor had said were in the hospital, sick 
at home, or having other trouble. I 
had said a brief collective prayer for 
them at the time, but could not have 
repeated all the names now, I was 
sure. 
Most of the rest of the "white 
space" on the bulletin was filled with 
notes on the sermon. This woman 
had really listened, I realized. The 
writing was hurried and would never 
have gotten an "A" for form! There 
were several abbreviations I couldn't 
make out, and some crossed out as 
they slanted on the page. But some 
of the points she had underlined I 
had already forgotten. 
"I go over this for my devotions 
tomorrow," she told me hesitantly. 
"Sometimes when I think again 
about what the pastor said, I get 
completely new ideas. Like when 
you read an old familiar Bible chap-
ter and it suddenly comes to life in a 
different way." 
I nodded; that has happened to 
me, but I never thought about a ser-
mon being like that. 
"I always mean to bring a pad and 
write on it so my bulletin won't get 
all messed up every week," she con-
fided as we walked out together. 
"But I always forget. I end up ruining 
the bulletin every week." 
I thought of my own bulletin, as 
clean as though it had never been 
used, and destined to be thrown into 
a wastebasket within a half hour. 
Hers looked terrible, but it was still 
serving her, others, and the Lord, 
and would be all week. Even the 
cheerful nature scene on the front 
would be a reminder all week of 
God's love—a reminder plain white 
table paper could never give. 
I patted her arm. "Don't worry. 
Maybe bulletins were meant to be 
written on. At least, I'm going to 
start writing on mine next Sunday." 
Betty Everett is a freelance writer living in 
Defiance, Ohio. 
Special copy for your 
Sunday bulletins 
As you may know, the denomination 
provides Sunday bulletins through Cathe-
dral Press. For six Sundays of each quar-
ter these bulletins have short articles on 
the back page written by various denomina-
tional leaders and ministries. 
In response to requests from churches 
which do not use the bulletin service but 
would like to receive a copy of the denom-
inational articles, Cathedral Press is will-
ing to send the six special bulletins each 
quarter to individual churches (in the U.S. 
for $1.50, in Canada for $2.10 at present 
exchange rates.) 
Churches interested in this service 
should contact Paul Hostetler, Steward-
ship and Finance Office, P.O. Box 450, 
Mechanicsburg, PA 17055. 
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Writing the 
family history 
. by E. Morris Sider 
Family life is important to the 
Brethren in Christ. In fact, we often 
associate family life with congrega-
tional life, for in both we seek to find 
and to practice such qualities as love 
and respect, commitment and loy-
alty, acceptance and belonging. To 
memorialize these and other quali-
ties by writing family history is an 
entirely appropriate activity. 
How does one go about writing a 
family history? Be forewarned that 
the task is not always easy. It has 
sometimes been compared to the 
work of a detective who must have 
both skill and patience to pick up 
clues, to trace them down (often end-
ing in blind alleys), and slowly to put 
the facts together to get the whole 
picture. But despite (perhaps even 
because of) this challenge, writing 
family history can be rewarding and 
should be encouraged. To that end I 
make the following few general sug-
gestions. 
Authorities on the subject agree 
that writers of family history should 
start with what they know. Before 
doing anything, they should take a 
period of time to write down what 
they remember hearing about their 
family and ancestors. Then they 
should begin to talk to parents and 
grandparents, uncles and aunts, and 
other members of the family to tap 
their memories of the family's past. 
Writers will want to ask such peo-
ple a variety of questions—the more 
the better. Start with their child-
hood: ask questions about the fam-
£. Morris Sider is Professor of History 
and English Literature at Messiah College 
and archivist for the Brethren in Christ 
Church. His next article, and the last in this 
series, will focus on how the Archives can 
serve the denomination. 
ily house; about family relationships, 
responsibilities, conditions; about 
family income and livelihood; about 
special occasions and family tradi-
tions; about religious life and prac-
tice; about marriage and later life; 
about successes and failures. The 
number of good questions is almost 
endless. I have, in fact, a list of 153 
questions that I would be pleased to 
share with anyone who requests it. 
In addition to this oral informa-
tion, writers all want to examine a 
variety of documents. Some families 
will have a few records at hand—in 
family Bibles, and in marriage and 
birth certificates. 
Other valuable records will need 
to be obtained elsewhere—in local 
libraries and historical societies, 
county court houses, and at appro-
priate state and federal agencies. These 
records include birth, marriage, and 
death certificates, census records, 
wills, and land and tax records (deeds 
and land grants, the latter especially 
important for early Brethren in Christ 
families in Canada). Institutional, 
business, and employment records 
can also be helpful. Newspapers and 
journals often produce obituaries 
(the longer the better), marriage 
notices, and biographical sketches. 
Cemetery records (such as grave 
markers and church burial records) 
should also be checked. Dr. Eugene 
Engle of Manheim, Pa., has begun a 
computerized listing of grave markers 
in Brethren in Christ cemeteries 
which has potential significant use 
for families in our denomination. 
Brethren in Christ of German 
background should make use of the 
excellent genealogical sources of the 
Lancaster Mennoni te Historical 
Society located at 2215 Millstream 
Road, Lancaster, PA 17602. In addi-
tion to the sources, this historical 
society makes available the services 
of a trained genealogist. 
The archives of the Brethren in 
Christ Church at Messiah College, 
Grantham, Pa., can also be of poten-
tial assistance. This is particularly 
true for what the professionals call 
vital statistics—birth, marriage, and 
death notices. The Evangelical Vis-
itor, f rom its beginning in 1887, has 
carried such statistics. All have been 
indexed and can be located in the 
appropriate journal issue in a minute 
or two. Many people, both within 
and outside the denomination, have 
used this facility. 
All persons researching family 
history should early in their work 
consult The Source: A Guidebook 
of American Genealogy. The book, 
edited by Arlene Eakle and John 
Cerny, is published by the Ancestry 
Publishing Company, Salt Lake City, 
Utah. This large, recently published 
book (786 pages, 1984) is a gold 
mine of information (complete with 
illustrations) on sources available to 
researchers of family histories and 
on the way in which they should go 
about their work. At $39.95, the 
book is well worth its price, but may 
be too expensive for many writers to 
obtain as a personal copy. Many 
libraries and historical societies, how-
ever, will own a copy, or if not, can 
obtain it for the reader through an 
interlibrary loan. I have nothing but 
high praise for this volume. 
Having collected the information 
for the family history, the researcher 
now puts the pieces into an organ-
ized and, preferably for the most 
part, narrative form. My main criti-
cism of family histories is that they 
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Around 1944, this picture was taken of 
the Charlie Byers family. Left to right: 
Charlie Jr., Ruth, Charlie Sr., Nelson, 
and Joel (standing in front). 
tha, Roy, Glenn, Carl, and Ruth in front. 
Both photos from the book, soon to be 
published, containing the biographies of 
these two families. 
tend to be only genealogies. Without 
question, much value lies in listing 
the members of the family tree, but 
genealogy takes on much greater 
significance when it is clothed in 
such elements as stories, description 
of events, biographical sketches, and 
family characteristics or themes. 
For example, the writer might 
profitably trace the religious com-
plexion and development of the fam-
ily by working at a series of ques-
tions. Before becoming Brethren in 
Christ, to what, if any, religious 
group did the family belong? Why 
and how did the family make the 
change, and with what results? Why 
did some members of the family 
move out of the Brethren in Christ 
Church? What have been the contri-
butions of the family to church life 
(some families, for example, have 
made noteworthy contributions in 
missions—home and foreign)? 
Relatedly, the writer could pursue 
the theme of occupation and life-
style. Over the years, most Brethren 
in Christ families have moved from 
farming to the professions and the 
work forces of our countries. How 
were the family's lifestyle and atti-
tudes affected by this change? Why 
should one branch of the family 
have followed an occupation and 
lifestyle different from other branches? 
For many Brethren in Christ fami-
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lies, a fascinating study can be made 
of the shift from a very separatist 
attitude to one that is much more 
accommodating to modern culture, 
at least in its external aspects. 
Always include an index and pho-
tographs. Technically, photographs 
should be something of a problem 
for those families whose Brethren in 
Christ roots go back to the earlier 
years of this century and beyond, 
because photographs were seen at 
that time as violating the command-
ment against having images. Fortu-
nately, however, the injunction 
against photographs were more 
ignored than honored, so that un-
doubtedly many families possess 
photographs dating back to the turn 
of the century or earlier. 
Photographs will identify, give 
faces to the printed names in the 
narrative, a virtue that is enhanced if 
names are attached to the pictures. 
But photographs can do more than 
this. They can help to identify such 
characteristics as denominational af-
filiation (e.g. in a family group photo-
graph, note how many persons are 
wearing plain clothes and whether 
the plain clothes are simple or fancy, 
according to current ideas of what 
constituted plain dress). Photographs 
can help to identify lifestyles by re-
ference to such things as the nature 
and quality of buildings in the back-
ground; the care of lawn, garden, 
and fences; and the quality of clothes 
(even plain clothes may be neat and 
expensive, or otherwise). Photo-
graphs may even give clues concern-
ing the mood and temperament of 
the family by depicting either smil-
ing or solemn faces. 
Publication of the family history 
will be a major issue for many writ-
ers since, with few exceptions, the 
small family reading audience will 
require a limited printing, which in 
turn will result in expensive copies. 
Acceptable copies, however, have 
been made by some families by 
reproducing carefully typed pages, 
placing them between attractive 
covers, and using a spiral spine. 
Somewhat more expensive, although 
much less so than normal printing 
procedures, are copies that are typed, 
reduced to the size of a book, repro-
duced by a printing machine, and 
the pages stitched together in the 
center by staples. A "perfect," or 
square-back, binding with printing 
on the spine could also be used in 
this process for copies of seventy 
pages or more. 
Finally, when the book is com-
pleted, one copy should be donated 
to the Brethren in Christ Archives at 
Messiah College, to become a per-
manent part of the denominational 






hy Jeanette Dourte 
"I need a home for two Japanese 
students for the four-day Thanksgiv-
ing holiday." The voice at the other 
end of the phone was that of the area 
coord ina to r for an organizat ion 
which sponsors the Community Visit 
Program. "With your daughter Alice 
being in Japan, you have an empty 
bed and special interest in that cul-
ture. Would you consider being a 
host?" My husband, Allon, and I 
had never before seriously consid-
ered being such a host, but what the 
coordinator was saying sounded like 
an opportunity. After some hesi-
tancy we did agree to serve as hosts. 
The coordinator supplied us with 
the names and addresses of the two 
young men who would be our guests. 
In writing to personally invite them 
to our home, we tried to introduce 
ourselves and our family because we 
would all be together for Thanksgiv-
ing dinner. Our contact person also 
explained to us our responsibilities 
as hosts and the schedule for our 
friends' four-day visit. With this bit 
of preparat ion, we inexperienced 
hosts looked forward with expec-
tancy to Thursday morning, Novem-
ber 25, 1985. 
The large group of students f rom 
New York arrived at the Lancaster 
Train Station on schedule. How 
would we identify our guests in a 
first meeting? The coordinator was 
our link, and soon we were on our 
way home with our Japanese friends. 
The 13-mile ride to our home 
could have been awkward. Fortu-
nately Hisashi and Osamu could 
understand and speak English fairly 
well. We were sorry we could not be 
as accommodating in their native 
language. It seemed we were going 
to be able to communicate quite 
Jeanette Dourte and her husband, Allon, 
are members of the Cross Roads Brethren in 
Christ Church in Lancaster County, PA. 
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The author's son Lamar with Hisashi-Mori at Chocolate World, Hershey, Pa. 
well. Our new friends could help 
each other in interpreting our Eng-
lish converation into a Japanese 
understanding. As we were driving, I 
wondered what first thoughts and 
impressions our guests were having 
of the Lancaster County country-
side. Were they experiencing culture 
shock? 
According to Japanese custom, 
Hisashi and Osamu had brought 
gifts for their hosts. These two men 
would help us to improve our skills 
in the art of gift-giving. A package of 
seaweed-wrapped wafers, three small 
fans with Japanese art design, and a 
bright orange change purse were 
graciously presented to us. 
As our children and families ar-
rived for Thanksgiving dinner, there 
were excited, friendly introductions. 
There were so many names and faces 
for Hisashi and Osamu to remember; 
we had enough difficulty to quickly 
learn two names! 
The exchange of ideas and infor-
mation began at the dinner table and 
continued throughout the four days. 
We had our questions to ask and 
they had theirs, on many subjects. 
What an excellent opportunity for 
culture exchange in this personal 
and informal setting. 
The grandchildren—their playing, 
crying, jumping, and other pranks— 
must have reminded Hisashi of his 
two-year-old son, and his wife, half-
way around the world in Japan. 
Hisashi and Osamu were invited 
to our son Lamar and his wife 
Susie's home for lunch on Saturday. 
Feelings change frorr 
Harrisburg church spo 
by Chuck Musser 
My first impression of the Gebreten-
sai family was one of pity. It was 1984 
and they were entering the air terminal 
at Harrisburg (Pa.) International Air-
port on their last leg of an ordeal that 
took them from Ethiopia to Sudan to 
Pennsylvania. 
Here, before my eyes, a mother and 
father with their four children were 
entering a strange, vast, and intimidat-
ing country of over 200 million people 
that held not so much as one familiar 
name or face to them. 
I could see on each of their faces the 
stress of having left their home and 
loved ones in Ethiopia, of living for two 
years in a Sudan refugee camp, and of 
traveling thousands of miles with four 
small children combined now with the 
experience of entering a completely un-
familiar land. How was I not to feel pity? 
Now whenever I see the Gebretensai 
family I am impressed by their happy 
Their afternoon sight-seeing with 
Lamar included Dinosaur Rock 
along the way to Hershey for a first-
time visit to Chocolate World. 
Saturday evening's carry-in dinner 
with all the hosts, their families, and 
all the students was a memorable 
occasion. During the meal, students 
f rom various countries favored us 
with special presentations f rom their 
particular culture or talent. There 
was much interchange between guests 
and hosts, words of appreciation, 
introductions, and thank yous. The 
spirit of friendship that crossed cul-
tures gave a warm atmosphere to the 
evening. 
Perhaps the greatest opportunity 
for us as hosts came unexpectedly 
after we arrived home f rom the get-
together Saturday evening. As we 
were sitting in the living room, chat-
ting informally, one of them looked 
directly at me and asked, "What is 
your purpose in living?" 
With this question f rom our Bud-
dhist friend came an opportunity 
beyond our wildest imagination: to 
try to explain in the simplest of terms 
Jeanette and Allon Dourte with Osamu 
Okawa. 
something of our Christian philos-
ophy of life. The terms that came 
easily to me would mean little to 
him. But there was little time to con-
template; the question waited for an 
answer. And later another question 
came: "What about death? I am 
afraid to die." 
The seriousness and sincerity of 
expression on our friend's face caused 
me to have this fleeting thought: 
Should I follow through with an 
invitation to faith in Christ? But no, 
better judgment seemed to say, not 
on first contact with one of Buddhist 
background and little exposure to 
Christianity. I trust the thought was 
Spirit-directed. 
Further conversation among the 
four of us was rich with opportunity 
to drop little seeds of truth, hope-
fully to be nurtured by the Holy 
Spirit in days to come. 
Sunday we took Hisashi and 
Osamu to Sunday school and wor-
ship at Cross Roads Church. This 
was their first time to be inside a 
Christian church. After church we 
were back home, packing luggage 
and taking more pictures. The time 
to get back to the train station 
arrived so quickly. 
The farewell hugs were not final 
for Hisashi and us. Recently our 
phone rang with his voice on the line 
asking, "May I bring my wife and 
children to visit?' How delighted we 
were to be able to welcome back our 
friend, his pretty wife Chiemi, son 
pity to joy: 
isors Ethiopian family 
smiling faces. They have ceased to be 
lonely-looking refugees; rather, they are 
now friends who show the excitement of 
warmly greeting a North American who 
learned to know them in their first 
months in the United States. 
Our friendship with Andeai and Let-
ensie Gebretensai and their four chil-
dren, Berhe, Rishan, Rahel and Daniel 
began in the summer of 1984 when 
Glenn ("Woody") Dalton, our pastor at 
the Harrisburg (Pa.) Brethren in Christ 
Church, received a "distress" call from 
Don Sensenig of Mennonite Central 
Committee U.S. in Akron, Pa. In 1980 
our congregation had cared for five sin-
gle, educated Ethiopian refugees. And 
now MCC was asking our congregation 
if we would be willing to sponsor a "hard 
to place" Ethiopian refugee family living 
in Sudan. 
The request was urgent since Church 
World Service, through whom MCC 
works, was under considerable pressure 
to move the family out of Sudan. But 
because of the family's size and lack of 
education, no sponsors could be found. 
Our pastor agreed to share this need 
with the congregation—a promise kept 
the following Sunday morning in an 
impromptu business meeting following 
the worship service. 
I was proud of the enthusiastic way in 
which we received the appeal. Actually, 
it was just the sort of challenge our con-
gregation enjoys. That same Sunday 
morning we formed a refugee commit-
tee and the church committed itself to 
prayer, financial, and personal support 
of the family. 
The experience has been both reward-
ing and frustrating. I remember the 
patience I needed several days after they 
arrived in Harrisburg. It was a very cold 
January day and the furnace in their 
rented house stopped working. My wife 
and I moved their family to our living 
room until their furnace could be re-
paired. The baby developed diarrhea 
and I had to make a frantic trip to the 
store for disposable diapers. 
I also remember the hours I spent 
teaching Andeai to drive—with my car. 
The first several lessons went surpris-
ingly well. But I was ready to give up 
being a driving instructor the day Andeai 
side-swiped a brand new 1986 silver 
Cadillac. 
Then there was the joy of seeing them 
settled into a new life. Husband and wife 
both enjoy their jobs. They are in the 
process of buying their own home and 
have already bought a car. 
There is the blessing of having this 
family become active in the life and 
body of our local church as well as the 
blessing of having them as our very good 
friends. 
But most of all there is that very per-
sonal blessing that comes from obe-
dience to the word of God in "doing it 
unto the least of these"—an obedience 
that helped change faces of fear to faces 
radiant with joy! 
Chuck Musser is a member of the Harris-
burg (Pa.) Brethren in Christ church. 
January 1987 17 
Yusnke, and baby girl Youkeh. 
Chiemi wanted to prepare a Jap-
anese meal for us. How interesting 
to share the same kitchen with our 
dear, new, friend who could speak or 
understand very little English. What 
an adventure to enjoy the new tastes 
and textures of Japanese food. 
Osamu has returned to Japan and 
has written to send greetings and let 
us know he is enjoying his new job. 
We hope the exchange of mail will 
continue. 
Well, the invitation has come 
again: Do we want to be hosts in 
1986? Yes, we do! If you have been a 
host, you know that the effort in-
volved is well repaid. If you will 
become a first-time host, you will 
have a pleasant surprise in store. We 
did. 
At Dinosaur Rock. 
If you would like information about host-
ing an international student during a school 
break, contact the Mount Joy Missions 
Office at P. O. Box 390, Mt. Joy, PA 17552, 
phone (717) 653-8067. 
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A startling pool of water grew 
under our old water heater, and we 
had to buy a new one. It came with a 
fine manual to tell us how to operate 
it and keep it working well for a long 
time. In order to profit f rom this 
book we first had to read it—and 
then we had to understand it—and 
then we had to do what it said. A 
manual is not a new idea to Chris-
tians. We've had our Book for inspi-
ration and instruction for a long 
time. But even though we've read it, 
we still need to understand the mean-
ings and find ways to put them into 
practice. 
This isn't always easy, but whether 
we do it is the foundation of our 
allegiance to Christ. Jesus said that 
his followers should "Go and make 
disciples of all the nations." With 
our growing understanding of who 
the nations are, this seems increas-
ingly unrealistic. Could he have 
meant this figuratively? Does he 
really want all those strange little 
tribes to be reached? On the other 
hand, would he be God if there were 
one group he didn't care about? 
Jesus even made the fulfillment of 
this command one of the conditions 
that would pertain before his return: 
"And this gospel of the kingdom will 
be preached in the whole world as a 
testimony to all nations, and then 
the end will come" (Matthew 24:14). 
When we get excited about thinking 
that the end is near, perhaps we 
should ponder this verse. 
But is it possible for this job to be 
accomplished? How well have we 
done so far? We need to read some 
of the exciting surveys of the work 
done by Christian missions. A recent 
estimate put the percentage of Chris-
tians in Zimbabwe at 58%. Even 
considering that many of these are 
nominal, the result is still amazing. I 
wonder what Jacob Engle would 
have thought if he could have fore-
seen this less than a hundred years 
ago. We are also told that about a 
thousand new churches are opening 
their doors every week in Africa. 
Yet of the estimated 22,000 people 
groups in the world, about 17,000 
still have no evangelizing church 
God and the nations— 
What 
within them. This is one unreached 
people group for every member of 
our denomination in North Amer-
ica. This may sound like an unbe-
lievable figure to you, but some 
researchers feel the estimate is still 
too conservative. The point is not to 
count the nations exactly, but to 
realize the extent of the job that 
remains. Can we stand to hear this 
without throwing up our hands in 
despair? 
Thank God, there are many things 
to encourage us. Communications 
are so much easier now than they 
were even a few years ago. It is now 
possible to pick up the phone at 
Sikalongo Mission in Africa and 
dial a family member in the U.S. 
Powerful radio stations beam the 
gospel to some of the remotest places 
on earth. Airlines crisscross the 
world with increasing frequency. 
Concerts of prayer for renewal 
and world evangelization are being 
organized on our continent and in 
other parts of the world. Research is 
being done to discover the unreached 
peoples, and information is being 
made available to motivate Chris-
tians to give and go and ask God to 
send missionaries to each of them. 
The number of missionaries is on 
the increase. Between 1975 and 1984, 
North American missionaries in-
creased f rom 37,000 to 68,000. Since 
1950,358 new mission agencies have 
been organized in the United States 
alone. What is more, there are now 
more than 400 missionary-sending 
organizations in countries once con-
sidered to be mission fields. These 
societies send out more than 15,000 
of their own missionaries within 
Evangelical Visitor 
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is it to us? 
by Grace Holland 
their national boundaries and across 
them. 
Mission agencies are cooperating 
and gearing themselves as never be-
fore to evangelize this generation for 
Christ. Many are seriously taking up 
the challenge of the goal to plant "A 
Church in Every People Group by 
the Year 2000." 
Eighteen thousand college students 
were drawn to the last missions con-
ference held at Urbana, Illinois, by 
the Inter-Varsity Christian Fellow-
ship. More than 4000 college stu-
dents each year take the Missions 
Perspectives course prepared by the 
U.S. Center for World Mission. This 
center has set for itself the task of 
informing and motivating fifteen 
million Christ ians in the United 
States to pray and give for missions 
to the unreached peoples. 
Is it worth it to take God's view of 
the world? Even if there were no 
rewards, aligning our hearts with his 
heart should be all-important to us. 
But obedience to God always brings 
eventual blessings to us, too. 
It is hard to fear or disdain others 
for whom we are praying. Yearning 
for their salvation will surely remove 
a great deal of prejudice f rom our 
feelings for other peoples. Instead of 
feeling panic that our countries are 
being taken over by "foreigners," we 
will see what a tremendous oppor-
tunity God is offering to reach across 
cultures right here at home. Last 
year a brief emergency brought us 
into contact with a Korean doctor at 
a local hospital, but only recently did 
I find out that the family lives just 
two doors down across our back 
yard. A visit revealed a lonely mother 
of three little girls. The mother was 
named Grace by her father when 
they moved to the States 10 years 
ago—a good attempt on their part to 
bridge the cultures. 
Besides losing our fear, we will 
gain a new appreciation for God's 
creativity. As we open ourselves to 
other cultures, we will see some peo-
ple soundly won to Christ and par-
ticipating with us in worship. We 
will see new ways to praise God. 
There will be refreshing new view-
points on the interpretation of Scrip-
ture and on ways of presenting the 
gospel. A certain family in Thailand 
was converted through the loving 
care given to their daughter by a 
missionary after an accident. The 
family had been performers of tradi-
tional Thailand drama, and when 
they tried to think of ways to share 
their new faith, they had an idea. 
They developed a Thai drama on the 
Prodigal Son. But since they had 
only daughters it became "The Prod-
igal Daughter." 
Further reward will be a deep 
sense of satisfaction as we partici-
pate in God's plan of redemption. 
Surely God wants 
the making of 
disciples in every 




The nations are twice his—he made 
them, and he bought them with his 
life's blood. He allows them to choose 
or reject him, and he asks us to let 
them know about the choice. Paul 
says". . . and gave us the ministry of 
reconciliation" (2 Corinthians 5:18). 
Since God's love includes all the 
nations he has made, perhaps his 
redeemed children can best feel his 
joy when we too reach out to all the 
nations. 
Finally, as we see this redemption 
taking place in the nations, we will 
have great joy in the coming of 
Christ's kingdom. As his reign ex-
tends to new peoples, we can picture 
what it will be like when he takes his 
place in ruling over all. There will 
not be one people group omitted. 
"And they sang a new song: "You 
are worthy to take the scroll, and to 
open its seals, because you were 
slain, and with your blood you pur-
chased men from every tribe and 
language and people and nation. 
You have made them to be a king-
dom and priests to serve our God, 
and they will reign upon the earth' " 
(Revelation 5:9-10). 
What is it to us to see the nations 
as God sees them? Surely he wants 
the making of disciples in every 
na t i on to be the conce rn t h a t 
monopolizes our hearts. This does 
not mean that we will all fly around 
the world to share Christ. It does 
mean that we all need to participate 
in reaching the nations. In the next 
article, we will consider how we can 
be involved. 
This is the third in a series of articles writ-
ten by missionary I writer Grace Holland. 
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od at work; in our world 
The blessing of 
not doing it yourself 
Martha Giles— Venezuela 
When do a lack of time, a tight 
budget, and limited facility in the lan-
guage prove to be an advantage? When 
they drive you to the point where you 
realize that>>o« can't do it all by yourself! 
Our week was full and overflowing, 
and Monday morning I groaned as Tim 
and I tried to plan how to fit in all the 
chores we had to do that week. On top 
of it . . . , we had planned to celebrate 
the first Lord's Supper with the San 
Juan (Caracas) congregation, and I had 
to make grape juice (we can't buy it!) 
and the communion bread! I'm sure the 
proverbial "bright idea" came from the 
Lord, as we realized that in our group is 
a pastry chef, perfectly capable of creat-
ing his own version of communion 
bread! And if we could delegate that job, 
why not the juice, too? And so we cele-
brated our first communion with a deli-
cious flaky bread, and a "fresh from the 
vine" grape juice! Both the pastry chef 
and the woman (a preschool teacher) 
were excited about their contribution. 
In fact, the teacher was so excited that 
when the plate was passed she forgot to 
take the bread and had to go up to the 
front to get hers! It was a very meaning-
ful occasion for all of us. 
But the language? I've prayed often 
for an increasing ability to speak Span-
ish. But if I spoke better, I may have 
been tempted to teach Sunday school 
myself instead of giving the opportunity 
to three women. We held a teacher's 
seminar, led by a Christian special edu-
cation teacher, that was well attended by 
women from our group as well as by 
others from the Montalban congrega-
New address for 
Missions office 
The Brethren in Christ World 
Missions U.S. Office in Mount 
Joy, PA, has a new post office 
box number. Instead of P.O. 
Box 27, our mailing address is 
now P.O. Box 390. Our 9-digit 
zip code has been changed from 
17552-0027 to 17552-0390. 
tion. I really enjoyed just sitting back 
and only listening and learning! And 
now these women are our children's 
Sunday school teachers. 
But can a limited budget ever be an 
advantage? Sure! The people who were 
attending our services decided that they 
just couldn't hear well enough over the 
outside noise coming in from the street, 
so they simply got together and decided 
that they wanted to purchase a sound 
system. And they did! Now they have 
had the blessing of doing something by 
themselves for their church. The San 
Juan congregation is quickly becoming 
a well-cemented group of people with 
pride in their church, and an excitement 
over what God is doing in their midst. 
And don't think Tim and I haven't been 
blessed by not doing it ourselves! 
London job description 
Curtis Byers— London, England 
An interesting twist in next year's job 
description was introduced when it was 
decided that on Sundays I will be pastor-
ing the Brethren in Christ International 
Fellowship in Forest Gate in east Lon-
don while working throughout the week 
in church planting in (Brent) west Lon-
don. This is a congregation of about 30, 
composed for the most part of people 
from the Brethren in Christ churches of 
Zimbabwe and Zambia. Elias Moyo, 
who is currently pastoring that church, 
will be assuming the very difficult assign-
ment of planting a multi-ethnic church 
in an area near the one in which we will 
be working in west London. The switch 
is scheduled to take place on the first of 
the year, by which time we should all be 
moved into our new homes. 
In this last phase of study and research 
of the area, it is absolutely critical that 
we remember that the job we have to do 
is ultimately a spiritual one. Both the 
Byerses and the Moyos must enter the 
next year spiritually fit. Elias Moyo and 
I will be spending increasing amounts of 
time together in planning and prayer. 
Please pray that we catch God's vision 
for our work, and nothing else. 
We have also begun to pray that God 
will bring us one or two Christian fami-
lies that can begin to provide a core of 
leadership. 
Nagoya, Japan, update 
John Graybill 
. . . October was a good month for 
us. Thank you for praying. The fourth 
anniversary was a success in our church 
life. 
. . . The Tuesday morning class for 
seekers is going well with seven or eight 
attending weekly. Many questions are 
being asked and interest is good. 
. . . Thank you for praying for the 
Friday afternoon Leadership Training 
Course which is trying to meet the needs 
of the young converts. I was surprised at 
how they enjoy doing their weekly home-
work assignments and Bible verse 
memorization. Yesterday one lady said, 
"I wrote Matthew 6:33 on a large sheet 
of paper in our bedroom and every night 
before falling asleep, I repeat this verse. 
My husband has also now joined me in 
learning it." 
Phyllis 
What is a tentmaker? A tentmaker 
is simply a missionary who is finan-
cially self-supporting. The term tent-
maker is derived f rom Acts 18:1-5, 
where the Bible says the Apostle 
Paul worked as a tentmaker to sup-
port his ministry in Corinth. Tent-
makers dedicate themselves to work 
in another culture as teachers, doc-
tors, nurses, businesspersons and so 
on, providing an income to support 
their ministry. Tentmaking also gives 
personal contacts through which tent-
makers can present Christ's love. 
One individual currently serving 
in overseas missions as a tentmaker 
is Phyllis Engle. Phyllis is on the 
staff of the David Livingstone 
Teacher Training College in Living-
stone, Zambia. In addition to her 
work as the college librarian, Phyllis 
has other clerical responsibilities at 
the school. This job, a much needed 
ministry in itself, supports her mis-
sions work outside of the school. 
Phyllis is involved in organizing and 
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. . . Six men attended the Nagoya 
city Men's Supper on November 2nd. 
All of them are related to our church in 
some way but are not saved. (It is very 
difficult to get the men to attend church 
activities.) 
. . . Thank the Lord for the good 
meetings in southern Japan in the cities 
of Nagato and Shimonoseki, two of our 
rural churches. It was a blessing to be 
with them as evangelist. Pray for those 
who made decisions for salvation, water 
baptism, and discipleship training. 
Firstfruit and 
plans for more 
Alvin and Thata Book—Cagua, 
Venezuela 
We wrote of our meeting with Ruston 
and Marlene Gomez. (We met at the 
Gomez's gate. Their interest in Bible 
reading soon led to their reading it with 
us.) Thanks for praying for them. We 
read the Gospel of John and have 
started The Abundant Life— The Life of 
Jesus Christ in You. A few weeks ago we 
went through the Four Spiritual Laws 
and Alvin asked them to pray the prayer 
of confession and acceptance of Jesus. 
They readily did so. We study with them 
weekly and pray that they will under-
stand and grow spiritually. 
We had two Saturday evenings of 
Christian film showing. We distributed 
invitations to our neighbors and were 
satisfied with the attendance. 
The Evangelical Free Church has a 
seminary about 20 miles away. As part 
of the course requirements, students are 
to have practical experience working 
with a church or mission. We made 
request and are pleased with the young 
couple, Raul and Alba, who have been 
assigned to work with us weekends. 
Alba has been training in Evangelism 
Explosion. We have plans for beginning 
a Sunday school, door-to-door canvass-
ing, and on the Sunday evening before 
Christmas, a worship service. 
Multiplied influence 
Fannie Longenecker 
At David Livingstone Teacher Train-
ing College, Zambia, Lois Jean Sider 
teaches a volunteer Sunday school train-
ing class. The 27 students enrolled in 
1986 taught Sunday school classes in 12 
different locations in Livingstone. Many 
boys and girls heard God's Word. Upon 
completion of their course, the students 
will be sent to many parts of Zambia. 
Thank God for Lois Jean's faithfulness. 
Pray that her students will carry a real 
concern for the salvation and Christian 
growth of the many boys and girls they 
will teach. • 
Engle: tent maker like Paul by Jeff Garis 
heading Good News Clubs, leading 
Friday night Bible studies for high 
school students, and counseling col-
lege students. 
When Phyllis first arrived in Liv-
ingstone in 1980, the children of the 
teachers were eager to get to know 
her. On one occasion, Phyllis asked 
them if they would like to attend a 
Bible club. They responded enthusi-
astically to this idea and continued 
to ask her about it until the Good 
News Club began meeting. 
It was not long before Phyllis felt 
that she needed a helper for the 
growing club. One of the Brethren in 
Christ college students volunteered 
to help her with the club until he 
graduated in 1982. After graduation, 
he began teaching in the Namwala 
District, where he started his own 
Good News Club. Another Brethren 
in Christ student filled the vacated 
position as Phyllis' helper and was 
able to keep the club going during 
her four-month furlough in 1983. 
Upon his graduation at the end of 
the year, he and a friend began a 
Good News Club near Macha. When 
he was transferred to Nahumba, he 
started another club there, with his 
fr iend maintaining the one near 
Macha. In this way, Phyllis' one club 
launched several other Good News 
Clubs throughout Zambia's south-
ern province. 
Over the years, many of the chil-
dren who attended Phyllis' club have 
become followers of Christ. They 
continued attending the club even 
after they started high school. Real-
izing that they needed increased Bible 
teaching, Phyllis began a Friday 
night Bible study for high school 
students. Rona Mudenda, a secon-
dary school teacher in Livingstone, 
became Phyllis' assistant with the 
Bible study and kept it going during 
her furlough. 
Upon her return, Phyllis' Bible 
study and Good News Club minis-
tries continued growing and expand-
ing. During April 1984, Phyllis held 
a Good News Club teacher training 
seminar, which led to the formation 
of new clubs at Macha, Choma, 
Sikalongo, Mbabala, and Living-
stone. At present, there are at least 
10 Good News Clubs, with new ones 
continually starting. Phyllis is kept 
busy mailing materials to these clubs 
and encouraging them to send their 
monthly reports to the headquarters 
of Child Evangelism in the Copper-
belt. 
This one example of a tentmaking 
ministry shows clearly the far-reach-
ing impact that one tentmaker can 
have. Imagine the effect that just 10 
tentmakers could have on one coun-
try! The potential of such Christ-led 
tentmaking ministries is just begin-
ning to be realized. 
Jeff Garis is a senior English major at 
Messiah College. Last year he did a writing 
internship with Brethren in Christ World 
Missions. His home congregation is Souder-
ton, Pa. 
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Qkurck f\Jew§ 
We are delighted to hear from several newly-
reporting congregations in the past several months. 
A special "thank you" to all who are mailing news 
items on time. Late December and January bulle-
tins should arrive in Nappanee by Jan. 25 for the 
March issue. Remember to highlight items of par-
ticular interest. Please mail in "For the Record" 
news events as soon as they occur. 
Allegheny Conference 
Revival services were held Nov. 30-Dec. 7 with 
Luke Keefer, Sr., at the Air Hill church, Cham-
bersburg, Pa. A program, "The Birthday of a 
King," was planned for Dec. 14. • A cantata, 
"Rejoice," under the direction of the Christ Cru-
saders, was enjoyed by the Big Valley congrega-
tion, Belleville, Pa., on Nov. 23. A joint commun-
ion service was observed Nov. 30 with Ferguson 
Valley, Granville, and Newton-Hamilton churches. 
• The Ladies Missionary Fellowship of the Car-
lisle, Pa., congregation recently viewed a program 
about MCC. A family roller skating party was 
sponsored Nov. 25 by the Pioneer Girls and Chris-
tian Service Brigade. 
Leadership meeting 
held at Kenbrook 
Twenty-eight people met at Kenbrook 
Bible C a m p near Lebanon, Pa., Nov. 23-25. 
The g roup was composed of board represent-
atives and executive staff members of the 
denomina t ion ' s six general boards , the stew-
ardship depar tmen t , the J a c o b Engle F o u n -
dat ion, and the six bishops. 
The focus of the two-day meeting was on 
building a sense of t eamwork a m o n g the 
var ious boards and administrators , coupled 
with an emphasis on personal spiritual re-
newal. One session was devoted to examin-
In November, two persons were received as 
members into the Cedar Grove congregation, Mif-
flintown, Pa. The young marrieds enjoyed a Nov. 
28-30 retreat. The adult choir presented "Repeat 
the Sounding Joy" on Dec. 14; and the junior 
choir, "Two Nights Before Christmas" on Dec. 21. 
• Sam Hollingsworth of the Souderton, Pa., 
church, led revival services in early November for 
the Chambersburg, Pa., congregation. • A com-
missioning service was held Nov. 16 for Barry and 
Carolyn Horst, leaving for work at the Macha 
Hospital in Zambia. The choir planned to present 
"Home for Christmas" on Dec. 20 and 21. 
The Clarence Center, N.Y., congregation en-
joyed a "Guess Who's Coming to Dinner" on Nov. 
9. The annual church decorating night, Dec. 6, 
included a chili supper, tree decorating, and cook-
ie munching. • The Dillsburg, Pa., congregation 
exceeded an offering goal of $1,000 on their Nov. 
15-16 missions weekend. • David Hamulumbu 
spoke Nov. 23 to the Five Forks congregation, 
Waynesboro, Pa., on "Christian Hope and a 
Troubled World." 
Dr. Manfred Brauch, Professor of New Testa-
ment at Eastern Baptist Theological Seminary, 
spoke in a morning service Nov. 9 at the Gran-
tham, Pa., church. • The women's ministries of the 
ing styles of leadership. Surfacing repeatedly 
th roughout the sessions was one practical 
aspect of cooperat ing as a team in ministry— 
namely, the Cooperat ive Ministries budget 
and funding process. 
The pho to was taken dur ing a session 
modeled af ter the New England " town meet-
ing" (lively discussions which address any 
item of concern to the group). During two 
such " town meetings," several points of ten-
sion were identified, including the perceived 
growth of regionalism; the need for improved 
fund raising, accounting, and reporting pro-
cedures; and the question of how to set prior-
ities for distributing funds when there is a 
shortfall in Cooperative Ministries receipts. 
Hanover, Pa., congregation again supplied Thanks-
giving meal boxes to the needy. The Christ Cru-
saders presented an evening service Nov. 23 fol-
lowed by an ice cream social. • The senior choir of 
the Hollowell, Pa., congregation, Waynesboro, 
Pa., presented "My Tribute" on Nov. 23. On Nov. 
30, the congregation enjoyed hanging of the 
greens, a fellowship meal, and a handbell choir 
program. 
On Nov. 9, the Marsh Creek congregation, 
Howard, Pa., dedicated their new parsonage. • 
Eddie Piper was in concert recently at the Mar-
tinsville, Pa., church. The congregation installed 
two couples as Ministers of Visitation on Nov. 9. 
Dr. Thomas Hermiz shared in revival meetings 
Nov. 14-16. • A missions conference Nov. 9-16 at 
the Messiah Village church, Mechanicsburg, Pa., 
focused on Africa, India, Japan, Spain, South and 
Central America, Christian radio, and Bible trans-
lation. Offerings totalled over $4,300. 
Eugene Heidler from Mifflintown, Pa., minis-
tered recently during deeper life services at the 
Montgomery church, Mercersburg, Pa. • On Nov. 
9, Julio Davila, director of the Adams County 
Migrant Ministry, spoke to the congregation at 
Morning Hour Chapel, East Berlin, Pa. • A new 
attendance record was set Nov. 23 at the Mt. Rock 
church, Shippensburg, Pa., as 16 children pre-
sented the musical, "Fat, Fat Jehoshaphat." Nine 
persons united with the congregation in the same 
service. • The New Guilford congregation, Cham-
bersburg, Pa., had a harvest ingathering on Nov. 9 
for Paxton Street Home. 
Note burning took place Oct. 26 at the Pleasant 
View church, Red Lion, Pa., celebrating payment 
for a four-year renovation debt of over $74,000. 
The film series, "Strengthening Your Grip," was 
shown in November. • Lynn Thrush was evange-
list in November at revival services for the Van 
Lear congregation, Williamsport, Md. • Messiah 
College students who did volunteer summer ser-
vice spoke to the Wesley congregation, Mt. Holly 
Springs, Pa., on Nov. 16. • In a November evening 
service, four leaders of the West Shore congrega-
tion, Enola, Pa., shared what they had learned at 
the GRADE seminar in San Diego, Calif. 
Atlantic Conference 
The Gospel Tide Broadcasting Association re-
ceived $1,056 in benefits from a Ladies Auxiliary 
roast beef supper served Nov. 8 to 166 persons at 
the Conoy church, Elizabethtown, Pa. • The Nov. 
9 services at the Elizabethtown church included 
telephone calls to Steve and Renee Ginder in 
Zambia and Curt and Leslie Book in Zimbabwe, 
music by Bevin Ginder and the Ladies Chorus, 
and a presentation by Pete and Mim Stern. • A fall 
barn party was planned for Nov. 8 by the Fairland 
congregation's youth group, Cleona, Pa. Pastor 
Bosserman is leading Wednesday night discus-
sions on how to study the Bible. 
A day care bazaar and bake sale was held in the 
Holden Park church library, Orlando, Fla., on 
Nov. 14. A combined day care and Sunday school 
Christmas program was planned for Dec. 12. • 
Mike King, who traveled from Alaska to Washing-
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ton, D.C., in a wheelchair to dramatize the plight 
of the handicapped, was the Nov. 23 evening 
speaker at the Lancaster, Pa., church. The musical 
drama "Narnia," written by Ed Brainerd, was 
presented Dec. 6-7. 
Spiritual life services were held in early Novem-
ber for the Mastersonville congregation, Man-
heim, Pa., by Bishop John Byers. The Refton 
chancel choir presented a Christmas musical at 
Mastersonville on Dec. 7. • Charles Rickel spoke 
to the Mt. Pleasant congregation, Mt. Joy, Pa., 
Nov. 9-14, on "Principles of Growing Churches in 
Rural Areas" and "The Fruit of the Spirit." 
The Palmyra, Pa., congregation observed a 
concert of prayer on Nov. 19. Sara Herr gave a 
rdsum^ of Touch the World Through Prayer, a 
book which the missions office has made available 
at minimal cost. The Messiah College Handbell 
Choir was in concert at a Nov. 30 zone rally at 
Palmyra. • Nov. 16 was planned as Club Aware-
ness Sunday at the Pequea congregation, Lancas-
ter, Pa., with clubs sharing in the morning service. 
Earlier in the fall, 165 guides and children attended 
a "Flood the Club Night." 
Bags of groceries were contributed in November 
by the Refton, Pa., congregation to the Water 
Street Rescue Mission and the Quarryville Food 
Bank. • The Shenks youth, Elizabethtown, Pa., 
sponsored a Nov. 22 trip to the Smithsonian Insti-
tute, Washington, D.C. The Conewego Township 
Annual Thanksgiving Eve Service was held at the 
Shenks church with Dr. E. Morris Sider speaking. 
An offering was taken to support Heifer Project 
International. • In early November, the Silverdale, 
Pa., congregation viewed the Billy Graham film, 
"By Love Set Free." 
The Skyline View congregation, Harrisburg, 
Pa., enjoyed a retreat at Kenbrook Camp, Nov. 
14-16. • On Oct. 19, Ron Duttweiler was installed 
as Youth Ministry Coordinator for the Souder-
ton, Pa., congregation. The same day was ground 
breaking for their new facilities. • The Speedwell 
Heights youth group sponsored a rock music 
seminar by Rev. Mike Martinelli on Nov. 23. • 
The Stowe, Pa., congregation had a warm time of 
fellowship and learning on Nov. 9 as three members 
shared on the topic, "This is My Story; This is My 
Song." 
(We regret that Deborah Brandt's name was 
omitted from the news item concerning the Brandt 
family in the November Visitor.) 
Canadian Conference 
The Bertie congregation, Stevensville, Ont., 
experienced a week of revival meetings with Bed-
saul Agee as evangelist, Nov. 16-23. • A 23rd 
anniversary service was held Nov. 16 by the Bri-
dlewood congregation, Agincourt, Ont., with guest 
speaker-singer Marie Alexander of Scarborough, 
Ont. • Ross Nigh spoke to the Falls View congre-
gation, Niagara Falls, Ont., on Nov. 9 about his 
recent trip to Cuba. 
Four persons were baptized recently into the 
Heise Hill congregation, Gormley, Ont. Glenn 
Robitaille spoke at a Nov. 23 missions rally. • The 
North East Community congregation, Calgary, 
Alb., enjoyed a "Guess Who's Coming for Coffee" 
on Nov. 7. • Oct. 26 was homecoming Sunday for 
the Port Colborne, Ont., congregation. The festiv-
ities included presentation of George Sider's new 
book, Echoes of Yesterday, a 20-year history of 
the Port Colborne congregation. 
Ineke DeKerk, mother of 6, foster mother of 20, 
and worker with troubled teenagers, gave her tes-
timony at the Nov. 10 meeting of the ladies auxil-
iary of the Sherkston, Ont., congregation. • Ron 
Hallman, area director of Child Evangelism Fel-
lowship, showed a film and shared Nov. 9 with the 
Springvale congregation, Hagersville, Ont. On 
Nov. 16, an evening praise and worship service 
was led by the Thompson family from Vineland. 
Rev. and Mrs. George Sheffer of the Stayner, 
Ont., congregation celebrated 55 years of marriage 
recently. Revival services held by the congregation 
Nov. 2-9 featured Rev. John Sider from Houghton. 
• Special holiday events at the Wainfleet, Ont., 
church included a Dec. 2 Pioneer Girls mother-
daughter Christmas dinner; and a Nov. 24 ladies 
fellowship, "Sharing the Joy of Christmas," with 
Mrs. Susan Keddy of Fort Erie. 
Central Conference 
Ruth Dourte led a series of meetings Nov. 9-12 
for the Beulah Chapel congregation, Springfield, 
Ohio, on "Transforming the Family." • The Bir-
mingham, Ala., church planting scheduled its first 
worship service for the evening of Nov. 9 at Put-
nam Middle School. • Rev. Clinton Moser deli-
vered the morning message, "The Palm Tree 
Christian," on Nov. 23 for the Christian Union 
congregation, Garrett, Ind. 
On Nov. 12, 27 boys and girls heard Winnie 
Knepper tell about Nicaraguan missions at the 
Fairview church, Englewood, Ohio. They also 
wrapped presents to go into a travel bag for Jenny, 
Michael, and Eric Thuma for their return trip to 
Zambia. • A new attendance record of 107 was set 
in the morning worship Nov. 2 at the Mooretown 
church, Sandusky, Mich. The Cherub and Junior 
Choirs sang. On Nov. 23, the adult choir presented 
the Gaither cantata, "We Are So Blessed." 
Three persons were baptized Nov. 23 at the 
Nappanee, Ind., church. They and one other were 
received into membership. Dedication of the new 
Christian education/fellowship hall was Dec. 7. • 
"A Woman's Workshop on Faith" is the title of a 
biweekly Bible study led by Joan Hensel at the 
Pleasant View, Ohio, church. The congregation's 
Christmas project was collecting supplies for Life-
line Ministries. • The annual Thanksgiving dinner 
for the Rolling Acres congregation, McMinnville, 
Tenn., was Nov. 23. Attenders were encouraged to 
invite a friend and dress up in old-fashioned attire. 
The movie "Joni" was shown on Youth Night, 
Nov. 23, at the Sippo Valley church, Massillon, 
Ohio. • The 60-voice Elkhart Baptist Concert 
Choir sang Dec. 9 for the Union Grove congrega-
tion, New Paris, Ind. The congregation also 
planned a roller skating party for Dec. 15; carol-
ing, Dec. 17; and a Christmas program Dec. 21. • 
A feasibility study was done in December by Paul 
Hostetler for the Western Hills congregation, Cin-
cinnati, Ohio. 
Midwest Conference 
The Abilene, Ks„ congregation planned the 
First Annual Sunday School Peanut Jamboree on 
Nov. 15 at the Abilene City Gymnasium. The 
youth had a three-part fundraiser to support their 
trip to the Midwest Conference winter camp in 
Lockspur, Colo., Dec. 27-29. • The 1986 Okla-
homa Church Growth Dinner was held Nov. 18 at 
the Bethany church, Thomas, Okla. Bishop Ginder 
presided with Bob Douglass of the Cedar Hill, 
Tx., congregation, and Kevin Longenecker of the 
Colorado Springs church planting as speakers. 
The Cedar Hill congregation reports an average 
attendance of 55. • The Mountain View congrega-
tion, Colorado Springs, Colo., celebrated Thanks-
giving with their annual pie social on Nov. 26. The 
secret sisters Christmas party was Dec. 11 on the 
theme, "Christmas Celebrations Around the 
World." • Six persons were received as members 
of the Oklahoma City congregation on Nov. 23. 
The congregation gathered for a fellowship meal 
that evening. 
Zambian missionaries Phil and Elaine Thuma 
stretched the vision of the Red Star congregation, 
Leedey, Okla., the evening of Nov. 2. A Bible 
conference with Bishop John Byers took place 
Nov. 9-12. Bishop Frank Kipe spoke on Nov. 16. • 
The Rosebank congregation, Hope, Ks., helped in 
MCC meat canning at Hillsboro, Ks., on Nov. 6. 
On Neighbor Night, Dec. 3, the congregation 
hosted the Knockabouts, a vocal group from 
South Dakota. 
Over 100 persons attended an October com-
munion service at the Sandia church, Albuquerque, 
N. M. The Central American interest group recently 
finished a year-long study. Action steps over the 
year included a dinner and play, and a contribu-
tion to the El Paso Mennonite Church bond fund. 
An ingathering service for a local community 
health organization was held Nov. 23. • The XYZ 
youth group from the Zion congregation, Abilene, 
Ks., planned a service trip Nov. 8-9 to Wichita to 
work with severely handicapped adolescents and 
to attend services with the Wichita congregation. 
Pacific Conference 
The Alta Loma, Calif., congregation recently 
had a Fall Weekend of Praise. On Saturday, 105 
people attended a "Potato and Praise" supper 
celebrating completion of the building fund drive 
of $178,000 for the education building. The praise 
continued in a formal service Sunday morning and 
a Sunday evening service with the baptism of four 
persons. The education building has made possi-
ble increased outreach by expansion of the pre-
school and inclusion of a latch-key program for 75 
children. 
The Azusa Pacific Ensemble contributed to 
morning worship Nov. 9 at the Ontario, Calif., 
Position Open 
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church. • On Nov. 2, Paul and Mary Muller, 
career missionaries on furlough from Brazil with 
Wycliffe Bible Translators, spoke to the Junior 
Church of the Pacific Highway congregation, 
Salem, Ore. On Nov. 9, the teens viewed the film 
"When the Bough Breaks," a story of a teenage 
mother. 
Dec. 13 was the day for the children's Christmas 
celebration for the Riverside, Calif., congregation. 
• An all-church potluck dinner and food shower 
for new youth pastor Vern Burgess was held Nov. 
16 at the Upland, Calif., church. The Dec. 6-7 
Family Christmas Program was "The Best Christ-
mas Present Ever." The Ron Long/Joanne Bar-
rett musical, "Hark, the Herald Angel," was pre-
sented by the Children's Division on Dec. 21. 
For the Record 
Births 
Allen: Danielle Marie, Nov. 21; Curtis and 
Lois Allen, Air Hill congregation, Pa. 
Christophel: Kristi Dawn, Oct. 21; Sam and 
Betty (Crouse) Christophel, Hollowell congrega-
tion, Pa. 
Christophel: Tyler Wade, Nov. 13; Wade and 
Kim (Toms) Christophel, Fairview congregation, 
Pa. 
Engle: Rachel Faith, Nov. 4; Howard and 
Holly (Heisey) Engle, Zion congregation, Ks. 
Foster: Vanessa Marie, Nov. 6; David and 
Beth Ann (Wideman) Foster, Heise Hill congrega-
tion, Ont. 
Gilson: Tricia Ruth, Oct. 21; Gregory and 
Kathy Gilson, Cedar Grove congregation, Pa. 
Good: Tyler Mark, Oct. 26; Clayton and Julie 
Good, Manheim congregation, Pa. 
Harmuth: Benjamin, June 21; Brian and Pam-
ela Harmuth, Fairland congregation, Pa. 
Heidler: Alison Marie, Oct. 26; Eugene, Jr., 
and Tracey (Hoffman) Heidler, Cedar Grove con-
gregation, Pa. 
Heise: Lauren Nicole, Sept. 30; Doyle and 
Joyce Heise, Bridlewood congregation, Ont. 
Hernley: Aaron Michael, Oct. 21; Bernell and 
Barbara (Wetzel) Hernley, Cross Roads congrega-
tion, Pa. 
Hess: Daniel Thomas, Aug. 28; Barry and 
Jody Hess, Fairland congregation, Pa. 
Jurkovich: Corey Andrew, Oct. 30; Dale and 
Nancy Jurkovich, Sippo Valley congregation, 
Ohio. 
Kelley: James Lee, Nov. 22; Jeff and Colleen 
Kelley, Mechanicsburg congregation, Pa. 
Light: Nicholas, May 15; Dale and Terri Light, 
Fairland congregation, Pa. 
Meyers: Shawn Eldon, Oct. 24; Dean and 
Nancy Meyers, Montgomery congregation, Pa. 
Sanders: Casandra Ann, Nov. 8; Barry and 
Sherry (Crist) Sanders, Antrim congregation, Pa. 
Savelli: Jessica Rose, Sept. 22; Dannyand Lyn 
Savelli, Ridgemount congregation, Ont. 
Shilling: Jeffrey Allen, Nov. 18; Michael and 
Sharon Shilling, Hollowell congregation, Pa. 
Thomas: Ashley Elizabeth, Nov. 3; Brian and 
Gwen (Landis) Thomas, Souderton congregation, 
Pa. 
White: Charlene, Nov. 11; Terry and Jackie 
White, Bertie congregation, Ont. 
Witmer: Olivia Marie, Sept. 20; Paul, Jr., and 
Connie (Stetter) Witmer, Manor congregation, 
Pa. 
Weddings 
Cecchi-Janzen: Rita, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
George Janzen, Fonthill, Ont., and Enzo Cecchi, 
Toronto, Ont., Sept. 27 at the Boyle Brethren in 
Christ Church with Rev. Harold Sherk officiating. 
Edwards-Dresser: Deborah Dresser and Peter 
Edwards, Jr., Nov. 16 at the Mt. Rock Brethren in 
Christ Church with Rev. John Schock officiating, 
assisted by the groom's father. 
Grant-Morgan: Judy Lynn, daughter of Elwood 
and Betty Jean Morgan, Ridgeway, Ont., and 
Steven Craig, son of James and Barbara Grant, 
Sherkston, Ont., Oct. 18 in the Sherkston Brethren 
in Christ Church with Rev. Philip Keefer of-
ficiating. 
Hege-Martin: Patricia, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Glenn Martin, Mercersburg, Pa., and Larry, 
son of Mr. and Mrs. Amos Hege, Greencastle, 
Pa., Nov. 8 at the Mercersburg Mennonite Church, 
Mercersburg, Pa., with Bishop Mahlon Eshelman 
officiating. 
Matthews-O'Hara: Heather, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Lome Travis, and David, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Walter Matthews, Aug. 16 at the Bertie 
Brethren in Christ Church, with Rev. Greg Funk 
officiating. 
Oldham-Bronson: Tammy Bronson of Wells-
boro, Pa., and James Oldham, son of Rev. and 
Mrs. Samuel Oldham of Lewistown, Pa., Oct. 18 
in the Wellsboro United Methodist Church with 
Rev. Samuel Oldham officiating. 
Ressler-McLeod: Barbara Jean, daughter of 
Ira and Jean McLeod, Richmond Hill, Ont., and 
Daniel, son of Rev. and Mrs. Marlin K. Ressler, 
Gormley, Ont., October 18 in the Heise Hill 
Brethren in Christ Church, Gormley, with Rev. 
Marlin Ressler officiating. 
Winger-Ardizzone: Susan, daughter of Mrs. 
Nancy Ardizzone, and Randy, son of Vernon and 
Audrey (Winger) Bruce, Nov. 8 at the Bertie 
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. Greg Funk 
officiating. 
Wingert-Stahl: Ida, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Dean Stahl, Mercersburg, Pa., and Dwayne, son 
of Mrs. and Mrs. David Wingert, Chambersburg, 
Pa., Nov. 22, at the Antrim Brethren in Christ 
Church with Rev. Darrell Smucker officiating. 
Obituaries: 
Books: Eva M. Books, Messiah Village, 
Mechanicsburg, Pa., born Aug. 19, 1905, died 
Nov. 6. She was the widow of the Rev. Titus 
Books and a member of the Messiah Village 
Brethren in Christ Church. Surviving are a brother, 
Roy O'Neil; a sister, Stella Hoffner; nieces and 
nephews. Services were held at Messiah Village 
with Rev. J. Robert Lehman officiating. Further 
services were held at the Fairland Brethren in 
Christ Church, Cleona, Pa., with Rev. J. R. Leh-
man and Rev. Vernon Bosserman officiating. 
Interment was in the Fairland Brethren in Christ 
Cemetery. 
Brillinger: Roy Aimer Brillinger of Gormley, 
Ont., born Nov. 5, 1894, died Nov. 9. In 1916 he 
married Ida M. Steckley who preceded him in 
death in 1980. Surviving are four daughters, Mrs. 
Vera Hall, Velma, Jean, and Mrs. Mildred Sider; 
two sons, Walter and Eldon; nine grandchildren; 
and four great-grandchildren. His son Ross also 
preceded him in death. Converted under the min-
istry of J. R. Zook, Roy was a member of the 
Heise Hill Brethren in Christ Church where his 
funeral service was conducted by Rev. Marlin K. 
Ressler and Rev. Kenneth R. Smith. Interment 
was in Heise Hill Cemetery. 
Enck: Ronald E. Enck, born Dec. 8, 1948, at 
Lancaster, Pa., died Nov. 7 at Wellsville, N.Y. He 
is survived by his parents, Richard and Anna 
Newcomer Enck; his wife, Jane E. Rohrer Enck; 
two daughters, Tina S. and Venda N.; seven 
brothers; and five sisters. The funeral service was 
held at Manor Brethren in Christ Church with 
Rev. Robert L. Sheetz officiating. Interment was 
in the Manor Church Cemetery. 
Forney: Charles Forney III, Messiah Village, 
Mechanicsburg, Pa., born Aug. 3,1910, died Nov. 
11. He attended the Messiah Village Brethren in 
Christ Church. Surviving are his wife, Bertha; a 
son, Charles, Jr.; a sister, Betty Smith; four grand-
children; and five great-grandchildren. Services 
were held at the Cocklin Funeral Home, Dills-
burg, Pa., with Rev. J. Robert Lehman officiating. 
Interment was in the Mount Holly Springs 
Cemetery. 
Lehman: Chester L. Lehman, born Mar. 1, 
1901, in Abilene, Ks., died Nov. 7. He attended the 
Upland Brethren in Christ Church. Chester is sur-
vived by his wife, Grace; a son, David; and three 
daughters, Florence Lefler, Eleanor Ross, and 
Lois Ross. Funeral services were held at the 
Upland church with Rev. John Snook, Rev. Alvin 
C. Burkholder, and David Olson officiating. Inter-
ment was in Pomona Cemetery. 
Long: Thelma M. Long, 77, born Aug. 1,1909, 
in Howard, Pa., died Oct. 29 in Lock Haven. She 
was the daughter of Harry R. and Ida Walker 
Long. She formerly attended the Cedar Heights 
Brethren in Christ Church. Surviving are a son, 
James E. Long; two grandchildren; and two great-
grandchildren. Pastor John L. Bundy conducted 
the funeral service in the Wetzler Funeral Home, 
Mill Hall. Interment was in Cedar Hill Cemetery. 
Marr: Bessie Marr, born Jan. 24, 1917, died 
Nov. 8. She is survived by her husband, Lloyd; a 
daughter, Emma Crumb; and two grandchildren. 
The funeral service was conducted by Rev. David 
Gifford and Rev. Edward Rickman at the Wain-
fleet (Ont.) Brethren in Christ Church. Interment 
was at Maple Lawn Cemetery. 
McCullough: Jennie C. McCullough, 83, of 
Refton, Pa., died Oct. 1. She was born Nov. 2, 
1902, in Lancaster County, Pa. Her husband, 
John, preceded her in death. They were members 
of the Refton Brethren in Christ Church. The 
present building is situated on land donated to the 
congregation by the McCulloughs. Jennie is sur-
vived by 5 sons: Paul, Maris, John, Harold, and 
Robert; 2 daughters, Helen Hess and Mary Ann 
Andrews; 15 grandchildren; 10 great-grandchil-
dren; 2 brothers, Amos Eisenberger and Lee 
Eisenberger; and one sister, Martha Eisenberger. 
Memorial services were held at the Refton church 
with Rev. John A. Brubaker officiating. Interment 
was in the Willow Street Mennonite Cemetery. 
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Nissley: Raymond D. Nissley, Hershey, Pa., 
born April 6,1920, died Nov. H a t Hershey Medi-
cal Center. He was a son of the late Raymond 
Nissley and Susan D. Rider. His wife, Emma 
Funk Nissley, survives along with 2 sons; 10 
grandchildren, 3 great-grandchildren; 5 sisters; 
and 2 brothers. He was a member of Shenks 
Brethren in Christ Church where the service was 
conducted by Rev. Daniel Houck. Interment was 
in the United Christian Cemetery, Campbelltown. 
Ramsey: Frances G. Ramsey, 81, died Nov. 3 
in Philadelphia, Pa. She was born and lived her 
entire life in Lansdale, Pa., a daughter of the late 
Uriah B. and Clara (McClintock) Garrison. She 
was a member of the Souderton Brethren in Christ 
Church. Her husband, Guy W. Ramsey, died in 
1956. Frances is survived by two sisters, Mildred 
O'Brien and Dorothy Nelson; and two brothers, 
Elmer and Kenneth. Memorial services were held 
in the Huff and Lakjer Funeral Home, Lansdale, 
with Rev. Samuel D. Hollingsworth officiating. 
Skene: Bruce Skene of Dunnville, Ont., born 
Jan. 24, 1933, died Nov. 10. He is survived by his 
wife, Patricia; three sons, Michael, David, and 
Tim; and two grandchildren. The funeral service 
was conducted by Rev. David Gifford at the 
Wainfleet Brethren in Christ Church. Interment 
was in Maple Lawn Cemetery. 
Zook: Mary Alice Zook, 72, died Nov. 11 in 
Camp Hill, Pa. She was a retired practical nurse 
and a member of the Mechanicsburg Brethren in 
Christ Church. Surviving are her husband, Roy 
W. Zook; 2 sons, Donald R. and Ed L.; 3 daugh-
ters, Elaine Glick, Faye Smith, and Charlene 
Burnes; a brother, Elmer Pote; 21 grandchildren; 
and 14 great-grandchildren. Services were held at 
the Mechanicsburg church with Rev. Kenneth R. 
Hepner officiating. Interment was in Grantham 
Memorial Park. 
^ ^ I ^ B o o k Review 
More Than Names; A Story of John 
and Barbara Martin, by E. Morris 
Sider. Printed by Evangel Press, Nap-
panee, Ind. (1985). Reviewed by Merle 
Brubaker, pastor of the Lancaster, Pa., 
Brethren in Christ Church. 
More Than Names is the story of 
John and Barbara Martin, parents of 
five children, and pastor and wife of two 
Brethren in Christ churches during the 
middle of the 20th century. 
Skillful teacher, scholarly historian, 
and prolific writer, E. Morris Sider 
introduces them with a delightful and 
informative account of two families, the 
Martins and the Mussers, with hints of 
the qualities that merge in the marriage 
of John and Barbara. 
He begins with a glimpse of the old 
world heritage near Zurich and along 
the Rhine River—a brief description of 
religious convictions and religious per-
secution. 
Joining the third wave of Anabaptist 
immigrants responding to William 
Penn's invitation, David Mardtin and 
Hanse Moser were listed among the 300 
passengers when the ship Molly entered 
the port of Philadelphia on Sept. 30, 
1727, following a successful voyage from 
Rotterdam. 
One does not need to be a direct de-
scendant to enjoy and profit from read-
ing Sider's account of the two families 
settling and prospering in Lancaster 
County, Pa. Using "fleeting references 
in wills and deeds," he traces these pro-
gressive families through the early years, 
combining specific data with insightful 
epigrams from his own understanding 
of the movements of the time. 
Sider introduces us to John Martin, 
both in Pennsylvania in 1882, the young-
est of nine children of Aaron and Cor-
dilla Martin. His father was a successful 
farmer and leader in both church and 
community. Converted in a time of spir-
itual renewal among young people, John 
helped initiate the building of the first 
Brethren in Christ meetinghouse in Eliz-
abethtown, and the beginning of the 
Sunday school there. The book includes 
a detailed account of the two-day love 
feasts of the time, and notes John's par-
ticipation in the transitions of his 
generation. 
Barbara Martin's ancestors, John and 
Veronica Musser [Hans Moser], settled 
on a 300-acre "plantation" that is now 
the southern part of the city of Lancas-
ter, Pa. Barbara's Brethren in Christ 
great-grandfather, Ben, helped poor peo-
ple by letting them live in houses he 
bought, allowing them to pay for the 
homes as they were able—a ministry 
that John and Barbara continued in 
their generation. 
When her father died, Barbara, at the 
age of four, the fifth of six children, 
experienced the family leadership of her 
mother and older brother Irvin. Early 
morning trips to market at Columbia; 
Sunday schools; singing classes; and 
spelling bees at the local school helped 
prepare this active girl for public high 
school and teacher training at Millers-
ville and Messiah College. She expe-
rienced an outdoor baptism in January 
1912, in a heated pool created by board-
ing up Trout Run, at the conclusion of a 
revival meeting at Messiah College con-
ducted by J. R. Zook, noted Brethren in 
Christ evangelist. 
Appropriately, the longest chapter in 
the book describes the family life of 
John and Barbara and their children, 
Ruth, Esther, Robert, Clarence, and 
Aaron. Here Sider's word pictures give 
the reader an inside view of an active 
and stable Christian home. 
Sider includes humorous anecdotes 
and revealing descriptions of parent-
child interaction. Concerning one child's 
involvement in a controversial transi-
tional activity, John and Barbara "did 
not give him permission, but on the 
other hand, did not prohibit him." Sider 
concludes, "Given such relationships 
with their children, John and Barbara 
could exercise considerable discipline 
without generating resentment." 
This exceptionally well-written sec-
tion offers many other timeless princi-
ples and describes their skillful appli-
cation. 
For 22 years, John served as the bi-
vocational pastor of the Lancaster Breth-
ren in Christ Church. Finding a mission 
in crowded, inadequate facilities when 
they arrived in 1921, they celebrated the 
dedication of the new church building 
on Caroline Street two years later and 
saw the church move to full congrega-
tional status. Supporting the family by 
painting, paperhanging, and gardening, 
as well as by purchasing, remodeling, 
and renting homes, John and Barbara 
found ways to carry on the family tradi-
tion of helping others. 
As current pastor of the Lancaster 
congregation, I see and value the imprint 
of their lives. Their genuine love for 
people, their ability to develop solidarity 
with diversity, their respect for human 
personality, their commitment to fam-
ily, their strong emphasis on education 
and music, and their deep and genuine 
piety expressed in word and deed—all 
these qualities are uniquely present in 
the congregation today. 
Everyone who cares about quality in 
family and congregational relationships 
will benefit by reading this book and 
meditating on the models presented 
here. 
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The importance of congregational goals 
We, the Brethren in Christ, have exciting plans for 1987. 
Each one of us, either directly or indirectly, had a part in 
formulating and approving these plans and goals by the 
forward looking actions we made at the General Conference 
of 1986. As we consider how we can best achieve the financial 
goals that undergird these plans, it appears we need to give 
special attention to a critical starting point—the importance 
of goal setting at the local congregational level. In recent 
years, our denomination has devoted considerable time to 
planning at both the general conference and the regional 
conference levels and again, each of us has had a part in the 
approval of those plans. Fortunately, in most instances, 
regional plans—including financial goals—have coincided 
well with those of the denomination as a whole. 
However, we have not been so fortunate at the congrega-
tional level. All too often local targets, objectives, and plans 
are not consistent with those of the General Conference. For 
this reason, it is important that congregations give immediate 
attention to setting financial goals that relate to those estab-
lished for the benefit of the greater brotherhood. 
by D. Ray Hostetter 
In response to those who may question the importance of 
congregational goals, it would be well to consider some 
benefits of goal setting. 
1. Setting goals determines and keeps before us what is 
important. Commonly shared goals are the chief indicator of 
what is important to a congregation. In the absence of shared 
goals, a congregation will be uncertain as to what it is trying 
to accomplish, and in turn may find itself "majoring on 
minors." Momentary pressures and the influence of emotion, 
rather than a shared sense of purpose, become the primary 
motivators for decision making. Sacrificial stewardship 
involves goals that come from both the heart and the mind. 
Careful budgeting is an important part of the planning 
process. Local congregations need to consider prayerfully 
what it is they hope to accomplish through their stewardship 
programs. At the same time, individual members must be 
challenged to look beyond the walls of their own church to 
the needs of the denomination as a whole. Without this 
Small churches can be big givers 
Ernie Dohner is the oldest active pastor in the Allegheny 
Conference of the Brethren in Christ Church. In his 69th 
year, he is in good health and radiates friendliness and enthu-
siasm. And he is a hearty supporter of all ministries of the 
brotherhood, both regional and general. 
I drove back to his "retirement" home recently, tucked 
away in the hills of Cumberland County, Pennsylvania, 
amidst a dazzling display of fall color. He was in his usual 
good spirits and took time from his continuing busy schedule 
to give me glimpses of his life. His story includes triumph and 
tragedy, the easy and the difficult, the humdrum and the 
exciting. 
Ernie was born near Englewood, Ohio in 1918, the year 
World War I ended. Five years later his parents, Rev. and 
Mrs. Moses Dohner accepted a pastorate near Ashland and 
moved their family there. Ernie lived with his parents until he 
married Ruth Eckman in 1940. They remained in the Ash-
land area, giving assistance in the Chestnut Grove Brethren in 
Christ Church. In 1956 they began serving as the pastoral 
couple at Dallas Center, Iowa. Nine years later they went to 
Pomeroy Chapel in Tennessee for three years. 
Coming to Messiah College in 1968, Ernie began a long 
term of employment at the College as Superintendent of 
Grounds, and Ruth cleaned college offices. In that way they 
were able to pastor the Mount Holly Springs Church with 
minimum remuneration. Three years ago, when Ernie was 
65, he and Ruth retired from their valued labors at Messiah 
by Paul Hostetler 
College, but continued their pastoral services at Mount Holly 
Springs. 
It was at that time they moved to their new home, the only 
home they had ever owned, along a beautiful country road a 
few miles from the church. Having been tied down with 
manual labor during the week and church work on weekends 
all their lives, Ernie and Ruth looked forward to more free-
dom to move about and visit old friends and new places. But 
it was not to be. Ruth became seriously ill and died. Lesser 
men would have resigned their pastorates and charged God 
with being unfair. 
But not Ernie. Even when he knew that Ruth was dying, he 
vigorously led his small congregation in the purchase of a 
better church building on the main street of town. Unable to 
attend the Dedication Day services, Ruth went to be with our 
Lord soon after. May God bless her memory; like Dorcas, 
"She was full of good works." 
Last year Ernie gave testimony to his years of happy 
married life by seeking out another marriage partner, Evelyn 
Noel. Evelyn was well suited to become a pastor's wife 
because she had served as a missionary to Zimbabwe for 10 
years. 
With the above brief sketch as a background, let's look at 
the stewardship record at Mount Holly Springs Church in 
the years since Pastor Dohner began serving there. In 1968, 
his first year, the church gave $104 to Brethren in Christ 
ministries, about two percent of its total receipts. In the two 
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broader view, congregations can become selfish and self-
centered. 
2. Goals help us determine what is accountable perfor-
mance. Our Lord said, "Unto whom much is given, of him 
much shall be required." This implies great accountability. 
Just because a congregation's treasury is "Christian" does not 
relieve us from the accountability of scrutiny. 
To be accountable, we must be able to determine account-
able performance, both individually and as a group. But this 
can only be done as we have goals or standards by which we 
can evaluate performance. (It is probably best for individual 
churches to set standards or goals based on their own past 
performance. The differences in congregational capacities 
and conditions make it difficult to compare congregations 
across the denomination or even within regions. Of course 
there are also those times when it is good to compare our 
giving patterns with other congregations as well.) 
3. Goals help us attain best results. We all need to strive for 
new heights in giving. In this regard, we know that the 
practice of measurement (which is made possible by targets 
and goals) does affect results in a positive manner. Significant 
goals stir individuals and groups to a new level of vitality. We 
all need the challenge that comes from clearly stated goals 
and targets as opposed to operating by "the seat of our 
pants." 
We have, by our own actions, a 1987 denominational 
giving goal that is both stretching and exciting. But we will 
not attain that goal unless we have commensurate goals at 
both the regional and the local congregational levels. We 
need to commit ourselves to congregational objectives that 
encourage us to shoulder our fair share in meeting the broth-
erhood goals. 
Again, as we set appropriate congregational goals, it will 
assist us in: 
1. Determining and keeping before us what is important; 
2. Determining what is accountable performance; 
3. Attaining better results. 
Dr. D. Ray Hostetter is president of Messiah College, Grantham, 
Pa. 
Poster contest extended 
All pastors have been informed that the deadline for the 
poster contest has been extended to February 1,1987. Cash 
prizes are offered, with rules the same as before. Those who 
are interested should ask their pastor for rules and artwork. 
The theme is MISSION 87. 
years following, the new pastor saw to it that the amount was 
increased to 10 percent. 
Then disaster struck. In both 1970 and 1972, devastating 
floods filled the church basement almost to the ceiling, both 
times wreaking heavy damage. Although some financial and 
other assistance came from Brethren in Christ churches and 
$4,000 from the government, the congregation suffered a 
serious setback because members' homes were also flooded. 
The giving to away-from-home ministries in 1971 dipped to 
$85, but struggled back up to almost 10 percent by 1974. 
Ernie says that 1974 was a very difficult year. At the end of 
December some bills were still unpaid, so he and two other 
board members dug into their own pockets and paid them. 
They did that rather than use the $564 specified in the budget 
for denominational ministries. 
That low point became a turning point. No long after, 
Pastor Dohner told his people that it was "time to start tithing 
the total receipts of the congregation, no matter what 
happens." John Blackburn, the treasurer, thought that his 
pastor "was crazy," but he agreed to go along with the 
proposal. The very next year, 1975, total receipts grew to 
$6,172, of which $836 (13.5%) went to Brethren in Christ 
ministries, divided according to budget guidelines. The next 
year $1,573 (19.4%) was given to church ministries. 
Another new policy that Ernie helped the church adopt in 
1974 was to send out checks for the ministries soon after the 
first of each month. Since Cooperative Ministries began a few 
years ago, the treasurer's job has been more simple; only one 
check is sent out early each month. 
In 1978 the total given to regional and general ministries of 
the Brethren in Christ Church was $2,017, a hearty 26.9% of 
total receipts. Starting with that year, total annual receipts 
have grown from $7,508 to $24,822 in 1985. And the total 
amount given to the ministries, now Cooperative Ministries, 
has averaged 30.5% of total receipts, with 38% being given 
away in the best year. Membership has grown to 38, with 
today's attendance at 40 and growing. 
"And how does it look for 1986?" I asked (interview in 
October). Pastor Dohner's face glowed. "The year 1986 will 
be the best yet, and I'll tell you why. Our regular offerings to 
Cooperative Ministries will be better than ever, and an excit-
ing bonus is being added." 
Here is that story. When Evelyn and Ernie were married 
last May they requested that no gifts be given them. They told 
their guests that if they wished to do something, they could 
give money to the church—half would go to Wesley Church 
(the new name of the Mount Holly Springs church) and half 
would go to world missions. 
Their wedding gifts amounted to $1,250. Of the $625 that 
went to Wesley Church, a good portion was used to remodel 
the kitchen. The other $625 all went to Cooperative Minis-
tries, designated to help the church planter, Marie Tshuma, 
install doors and windows in the churches she helped start in 
Zimbabwe at great sacrifice, often giving generously from her 
own funds. 
Ernie has spent all of his pastoral years in small churches. 
That is not surprising because many Brethren in Christ 
churches are small. Sometimes small congregations conclude 
that they cannot give much to Cooperative Ministries. The 
Mount Holly Springs experience shows that with vision and 
determination it can be otherwise. 
When will the oldest pastor in the Allegheny Conference 
retire? Ernie and Evelyn are not sure. They are leaving that in 
the hands of the Lord. 
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Katie Wiebe to address 
"Learn 'N Lunch" 
Christian writer Katie Funk Wiebe 
has been selected as the keynote speaker 
for the Messiah College Auxiliary's ini-
tial "Learn 'N Lunch" program to be 
held Saturday, March 14, on Messiah's 
Grantham Campus. 
"Learn 'N Lunch" replaces the auxil-
iary's annual spring luncheon. The ex-
panded program will include a variety of 
workshops in the morning as well as a 
12:30 p.m. luncheon followed by Mrs. 
Wiebe's address. 
"As the name implies, the purpose of 
the day is learning," Kathleen Kimber, 
president of the auxiliary, noted. "Of 
course, we want everyone to have a 
good time. But whether a woman chooses 
a workshop on quilting, Bible study 
helps, or any other of the topics offered, 
we hope she will leave Messiah feeling 
like she has gained something worth-
while." 
Beginning at 9:30 a.m. (9:00 a.m. reg-
istration), participants will be able to 
choose 2 workshops out of 10 offerings 
for the morning. Topics planned include 
"Physical Fitness and Stress Manage-
ment for the Busy Women," "Quilting," 
"Bible Study Methods," "Caring for 
Your Aging Parent," "Life on Your 
Own," "Self-Assessment," and "Basic 
First Aid for the Home." 
Mrs. Wiebe, a frequent contributor to 
numerous Christian publications, has 
authored six books, including Alone: A 
Widow's Search for Joy and Good 
Times With Old Times. She lives in 
Hillsboro, Kan., where she is on the 
faculty of Tabor College. 
"We are especially pleased that Katie 
Wiebe will be with us for this first 
"Learn 'N Lunch," Mrs. Kimber said. 
"She is an exciting speaker with much to 
say to women of all ages. Her theme, 
'Good Times With Old Times,' should 
help all of us think more creatively 
about our lives and the people who have 
contributed to who we are." 
The cost for the day is $12. Pre-
registration deadline is March 2. For 
more information, contact the Presi-
dent's Office, Messiah College, Gran-
tham, Pa. 17027, phone (717) 766-2511. 
Consortium awards Humanities 
Project grants 
Four Messiah faculty members are 
among those who are to receive a grant 
from the Christian College Consortium 
for the 1987-88 academic year. The con-
sortium has announced Faculty Incen-
tive Grants, under the Humanities Proj-
ect area of Internationalizing the Cur-
riculum, for Dr. Dean Curry, Larry M. 
Lake, and Dr. Richard Stevick (Gran-
tham congregation), and Dr. Ronald 
Webb. 
Dr. Curry is one of four political 
scientists who will spend two weeks in 
South Africa interviewing scholars and 
political leaders to gain firsthand knowl-
edge of the moral and economic situa-
tion. He will be joined by Mark Amstutz, 
Wheaton; Luis Lugo, Gordon; and John 
Lawyer, Bethel. 
Dr. Stevick will go to Costa Rica for: 
(1) language study, (2) development of 
connection with the Latin American 
Spring preview days planned 
Two college preview days, open to 
prospective students interested in all 
majors, and two department days are set 
for February and March. High school 
juniors and seniors are invited to tour 
campus with their parents, learn about 
various aspects of college life, meet with 
academic, admissions, or financial aid 
counselors, and have a complimentary 
lunch with faculty. 
Preview days are Monday, February 
16, and Saturday, March 7. Department 
days are Friday, February 20, for Mathe-
matical Sciences and Management and 
Business; and Friday, February 27, for 
Nursing and Natural Sciences. 
For more information about preview 
and department days at Messiah, con-
tact Paul Morgan, Assistant Director of 
Admissions, Messiah College, Grant-
ham, PA 17027, phone (717) 691-6000. 
Ministers conference reminder: 
February 17-18 
Don't forget to plan for the 22nd 
annual Ministers Conference, sponsored 
by Messiah College, to be held Tuesday 
and Wednesday, February 17-18. Speak-
ers are Dr. Harvie M. Conn, Professor 
of Missions at Westminster Theological 
Seminary in Philadelphia, Rev. Ronald 
S. Kraybill, of Mennonite Conciliation 
Service in Akron, Pa., and Myron Augs-
berger, author and evangelist. 
Registration is $7 for one day and $12 
for both days, with spouses at half price. 
Contact Dr. Luke Keefer Jr., Program 
Director, or Glenn P. Heisey, Confer-
ence Coordinator, at the College, (717) 
766-2511. 
Studies Program, (3) research for courses 
on environment, poverty/wealth, and 
psychology; and (4) development of a 
"how to" guide for internationalizing 
one's teaching. 
Also, Messiah will receive a $9,000 
Institutional Curricular Grant from the 
consortium to: (1) cultivate a faculty-
awareness program to internationalize 
existing courses, (2) implement a chapel 
and film program to raise students' 
international awareness, and (3) pur-
chase for the library international news-
papers printed in English. 
Soccer coach, players honored 
Dr. Layton Shoemaker (Grantham 
congregation) has been named the Pa.-
N.J.-Del. Region Soccer Coach of the 
Year for Division 
III. He also re-
ceived the award 




54-20 in 13 years 
at Messiah), he 
now vies with the 
five other regional winners for the na-
tional award, to be announced this 
month. 
Two of Shoemaker's soccer players, 
seniors Rob Rosenberry and Chris 
Young, joined Messiah volleyball player 
Jenny Patton on the 15-member Middle 
Atlantic Conference (MAC) Fall Sports 
All-Academic Team this year. 
This Falcon soccer team was 17-4 this 
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year, advancing in the NCAA playoffs 
to the semifinals, in which it lost 2-1 in 
overtime to California-San Diego. Mes-
siah placed four all-stars on the MAC 
Northern Division team, including jun-
ior goalkeeper Steve Brandt (Grantham 
congregation). 
Grantham holds International 
Students Fellowship 
The Grantham church was the scene 
in November for a fellowship meal 
honoring Messiah's international stu-
dents. Of the 180 persons in attendance, 
approximately 40 were international stu-
dents from the college, each of whom 
was hosted by a member of the Gran-
tham church family. 
The meal, which was part of the 
church's annual missions weekend, was 
followed by a musical presentation by 
Paul and Ruth Pardede and a panel 
discussion led by Pete and Mim Stern. 
The panel discussions focused on ways 
to make international students feel "at 
home" when they are hosted in Ameri-
can homes. 
Brethren in Christ Sports 
Tournament planned 
The annual Brethren in Christ Sports 
Tournament, involving churches largely 
from the Allegheny and Atlantic confer-
ences, will be held at Messiah College on 
March 13-21, with competition planned 
in men's basketball, women's volleyball, 
doubles ping pong, and mixed bowling. 
Last year, the first time that tourna-
ment director Dean Lehman (Mechan-
icsburg congregation) was able to uti-
lize the Hitchcock Arena in the Sollen-
berger Sports Center as well as the Bru-
baker Gymnasium in the Campus Cen-
ter, close to 1,000 persons from about 40 
churches competed. 
Defending champions are: basketball 
A league, Dayton (Ohio); basketball B 
league, Souderton (Pa.); basketball C 
league, Grantham (Pa.); volleyball A 
league, Chambersburg (Pa.); volleyball 
B league, Antrim (Pa.); bowling, Clar-
ence Center (N.Y.); and ping pong, 
Manor (Pa.). 
Lehman, who is assisted by Gran-
tham Church members Fred Barr and 
Dewey Hartsock, noted there is a small 
registration and admission fee to cover 
the cost of the officiating during the 
tournament. Interested teams are asked 
to call Lehman by January 16 at (717) 
432-4119. 
An acquaintance who attends a neigh-
borhood book club with me frequently 
monopolizes the discussion. I've been 
amazed that she gets away with it 
because most of the other members also 
have assertive personalities and strong 
verbal skills. But somehow, by the force 
of her personality and by interrupting 
others while they're talking, she usually 
manages to steer discussion in the path 
she would like, to monopolize the con-
versation, and to set herself up as the 
resident expert on any topic. More than 
once I have left book club frustrated 
because she has had such power through 
such rude means. 
The subject of power interests me. 
Besides people like the book club mem-
ber who exercise power by monopoliz-
ing others' time, there are other kinds of 
power-abusers. We all know people 
who use their power in one way or 
another to control others. 
First there are the manipulators. These 
are people who know the right strings to 
pull to get others to do what they want. 
By acting hurt or indignant when some-
one they care about (who usually cares 
about them as well) does something they 
don't like, they try to "force" the other 
person into not doing it again. The not-
so-hidden message is: "if you love me, if 
you care about what I think, if you 
respect my opinion and / or experience, 
you'll do things my way." 
Others exercise power by putting oth-
ers down. Their targets are usually peo-
ple who are weaker than themselves or 
in positions of less power. In order to 
maintain their own position of strength, 
the "down-putters" will pick at others, 
expose their faults, criticize them, put 
them on their guard so that they never 
quite know what to expect or how to 
respond. If they respond one way, they'll 
be ridiculed; yet if they respond in the 
opposite way, they'll also be in the 
wrong. People who behave this way 
maintain their own power at the expense 
of others' self-esteem. 
Then there are people who pull rank. 
They exercise power by claiming the 
authority of their position. They say 
something like, "You have to do what I 
want, because I'm the boss and I know 
best." When rank is pulled, it's easy for 
those on the receiving end to feel stepped 
on or side-stepped entirely. 
Finally, there are the "hangers-on" 
who, having once had power, find it 
difficult to let go. Many hangers-on 
have voluntarily given up positions of 
power, but nonetheless have a hard time 
coping with the resulting lack of control. 
They demonstrate their need to be in 
control by finding fault with how things 
are now being done, reminding every-
one of the way it used to be. Sometimes 
they can't resist the temptation to take 
over once again. 
It's too easy to say that tactics like 
these and others have no power because 
we can always choose to resist them. 
That's true, but sometimes that's very 
difficult; further, they simply are not 
good uses of power. While they may 
achieve the desired results in the short 
run, the accumulated frustration and 
resentment on the part of those on the 
receiving end are side effects to be 
avoided if possible. 
For power to be effective it has to be 
shared. Everyone involved needs to feel 
that he or she has power. Effective use of 
power means cooperating, sharing the 
decision-making process, letting go, and 
allowing different points of view to be 
freely expressed. But biblically, it means 
that we all have "equal concern for one 
another" and "submit to one another." 
I recognize myself in the "powerful 
people" I've described, but I don't like 
Contributions 
invited for Dialogue 
and Readers Respond 
Persons contributing to Readers Re-
spond (letters to the editor) are encour-
aged to be concise. Letters may be short-
ened. All letters must be signed. Occa-
sionally we may decide to withhold 
names due to special circumstances. 
Longer contributions are welcomed 
for Dialogue, a forum for readers to 
express their opinions on a broad range 
of topics relevant to the mission of the 
church and to living the Christian life. 
Since each article or letter represents 
the view of the writer, they do not 
necessarily reflect the official position 
of the Brethren in Christ Church. 
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myself very much when I manipulate 
others, pull rank, put them down in 
some way, or hang on to supposedly-
relinquished power in order to get what 
I want. My experience within the family 
and the church suggests to me that this 
matter of power is extremely important 
and worth more discussion than we 
often give it. I think we have a tendency 
to think of power as something bad, but 
like many other things, power is not 
good or bad. It is simply a tool which 
can be used for good or bad. Instead of 
ignoring the ways we abuse power, we 
can learn sensitive, effective, and Christ-





Boldness is referred to ten times in my 
concordance: Mark 15:43, 1 John 4:17, 
Proverbs 28:1, and seven times in your 
writings—2 Cor. 10:1, 11:21; Phil. 1:14; 
Heb. 4:16, 10:19; 2 Cor. 7:4; and Eph. 
3:12. As I review your letters and the 
account of your experiences in Acts, I 
am not surprised that you speak about 
confidence so much. Your background 
and personality are so much different 
from mine that I wonder why you ever 
noticed me. I was a slave, in fact a fugi-
tive slave, when we met. If it were not for 
your kind letter to Philemon, my mas-
ter, he may not even have been men-
tioned in Scripture, much less me. 
The first time you are mentioned in 
Acts, when you witnessed the stoning of 
Stephen, you were referred to as the 
young man at whose feet the witnesses 
laid down their clothes (Acts 7:58). Even 
when you were doing wrong, you did it 
with a bold flourish: "But Saul began to 
destroy the church. Going from house to 
house, he dragged off men and women 
and put them in prison" (Acts 8:3). My 
sins were not nearly as dramatic or bold: 
sneaky lies, petty stealing, and a mind 
just plain cluttered with evil thoughts 
and motives. Certainly not acts of brav-
ery. 
I envy your ability to fit into any 
situation with ease. You never seem to 
feel out of place. It is almost like your 
environment adapts itself to you. Even 
when there doesn't seem to be a way, 
you find or make one. On the other 
hand, I always feel I must pick my way 
carefully so as not to disturb things. If I 
visited you, I would find it hard to make 
myself feel comfortable and relaxed. 
Even though you might insist that I 
make myself at home, I would find it 
hard to go get a glass of water if it were 
not offered directly. Attitudes developed 
after years of servitude are not easily 
changed. 
The "new creature" you refer to (2 
Cor. 5:17) must not necessarily mean a 
change in our basic personality. You 
were bold before your conversion and 
you were just as bold afterward. Does 
the "transformation by the renewing of 
our mind" (Rom. 12:2) mean using our 
God-given abilities and personalities, 
whether we are bold or timid? Is the 
important thing that they be directed by 
God rather than against him? 
It isn't easy for me to be bold. It takes 
almost more courage than I have just to 
write to you. Even to think of speaking 
directly to God is almost more than I 
can fathom. Yet in your letter to the 
Hebrews, you tell us to come to God 
through Jesus, his Son, who is in heaven. 
Your concluding line in chapter 4 is 
reassuring, but frightening, "Let us there-
fore come boldly unto the throne of 
grace, that we may obtain mercy, and 
find help in time of need." 
I see the danger of using my timidity 
as an excuse for not doing anything to 
further the gospel and witnessing to my 
own experience, even though it wasn't as 
dramatic as yours. I think you express 
the real reason for your boldness when 
you tell the Romans, " . . . I am not 
ashamed of the gospel, because it is the 
power of God for the salvation of every-
one who believes . . ." (Romans 1:16). 
Onesimus 
With the beginning of a new year 
comes a new writer for this column, 
Onesimus V. 
No one correctly guessed the identity 
of the 1986 writer of the Onesimus 
column: Glenn A. Ginder, bishop of the 
Midwest conference. At the conclusion 
of his last submission, Glenn wrote: "If 
this is December, then this must be the 
end. Fve thoroughly enjoyed the expe-
rience. By and large, the writing went 
easier than I expected. My gift of imagi-
nation has been stimulated. And I en-
joyed the intrigue of being a 'ghost 
writer'." 
Readers may correspond with both 
Phoebe and Onesimus by writing to 
them in care of the Visitor, P. O. Box 
166, Nappanee, IN 46550. 
£vS Pontius' 
Puddle 
Bulletins and newsletters reprint-
ing "Pontius' Puddle" from the 
Visitor must pay $5 for each use 
to Joel Kauffman, 1014 South 
Seventh, Goshen, IN 46526. 
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30 Evangelical Visitor 
T'ditorid 
January—the beginning of a new year, and the beginning of 
Volume 100 of the Evangelical Visitor. While this milestone 
may not mark a momentous event in the annals of human 
history, it does have significance in the life of the Brethren in 
Christ Church. For one hundred years, the Visitor has been 
"Devoted to the Spread of Evangelical Truths and the Unity of 
the Church," to quote from page one of the first issue. 
During the 1870s, progressive individuals within the Brethren 
in Christ Church began to talk of the need for a church 
periodical which would help to unify the widely separated 
brotherhood and promote its distinctive faith and lifestyle. For 
several years the topic was considered, without definite action, 
until Conference in 1887 agreed to a church paper on a four-
year trial basis. Editor Henry Davidson, a bishop and suppor-
ter of the idea of a church paper, lost no time in publishing the 
first issue of the Visitor, which was published from his home in 
White Pigeon, Mich., and dated August 1, 1887. 
In his first editorial, Davidson urged readers to join in "the 
great work of publishing a church paper and . . . assisting in 
the spread of evangelical truths. . . ." He wrote, 
. . . As we have opportunity to do good, so we 
are responsible to God and to our fellow-men for 
what we do, or what we could do in making this 
medium of communication worthy of the impor-
tant place it should fill in the history of the 
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Church. . . . We will state here that we desire 
and by the help of the Board of Publication and the 
cooperation of the Church in general expect to give 
all our energies to the work, and in doing so we 
may not always meet the approbation of all; but, 
though we may err, the error will not be of the 
heart, and we hope our brethren will be ready to 
correct and to forgive. . . . 
Then while we send forth this, the first number 
of the Evangelical Visitor, we trust, yes more, we 
believe that, notwithstanding there may be errors 
or mistakes in it, yet it will receive at your hands a 
hearty reception, and your cordial cooperation to 
introduce it into every house, and to make the 
unpretentious Visitor a blessing both to saved and 
unsaved. 
Current plans are for the August 1987 issue to focus espe-
cially on the Visitor's centennial. Throughout the year, we 
occasionally will be publishing articles from earlier issues 
which, while they give a glimpse into our history, have a certain 
timeless quality which enable them to speak to readers today. 
We start with excerpts from Henry Davidson's first New Year's 
editorial, written only a few months after the publishing of the 
first issue of the Visitor. 
G 
THE OLD YEAR.—In taking a review of the past, we are 
led to feel that the Church as a people have reason to be 
thankful for the progress that has been made. It is now about 
one hundred and ten or twelve years since John and Jacob 
Engle with a few others—probably twelve in all—met near the 
Susquehanna River, in Eastern Pennsylvania, and organized 
the Church about on the basis that it now stands. Although the 
increase of membership is not so large as it has been in other 
denominations, yet the doctrine as held forth is a safe one. It 
will do to live by, it will do to die by. Since then the Church has 
spread over a large part of the United States and Canada, and 
the progress of late years has been very marked. 
We might dwell longer on the conditions of the Church 
during the past, but we will confine ourselves more especially 
to the work on hand. During the past year much has been 
accomplished toward a more systematic work in the Church, 
and a clearer understanding of the belief of the Church on 
sanctification. . . . There was also a system of rules on 
church government adopted, so as to systematize the work, 
and notably among them the delegate system was adopted, as a 
test to be tried for three years . . . 
But what we wish especially to note of the work of last 
conference is authorizing the publication of a Church Paper. 
We think this was an important step in the right direction; and 
we sometimes wonder how we could, as a people, make the 
progress that we did and remain a united people. . . . With 
all due deference to the views of those of our brethren who did 
not see it as we did, we think . . . for want of a medium of 
communication—a central or church paper—we were surely 
nearing the precipice that would have wrought consequences 
of very grave import. We hope, however, this has happily been 
averted by the introduction of a church paper as the spokes-
man of the church. . . . This, we feel assured, has already 
happily united the church more than our most sanguine hope 
could anticipate. From all over the brotherhood, east, west, 
north and south, we receive words of cheer for the Evangelical 
Visitor and its work. We can truly say we are thankful for this 
recognition of its merit and worth as an instrument in the 
hands of God for good. 
And now we bid adieu to the old year of 1887 with all its joys 
and sorrow, trusting that our past experience with our short-
comings and frailties may prepare us to discharge our duties 
more wisely and more faithfully in and during the year at hand 
if God will spare our lives. And now, brethren and sisters, in 
entering upon the duties of the new year, let us anew dedicate 
ourselves to the work before us and, while we unfurl the banner 
of Christ to the breeze, let us lay hold of the promises of Christ 
and 'faithfully perform our duties in the coming year without 
fear or favor from men, looking only to Him who has said that 
He will be with us unto the end. We wish you all a happy New 
Year —Editor Henry Davidson, Jan. 1, 1888. 
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by John Peters 
The aim of Mennonite Central Com-
mittee is service "in the name of Christ." 
That's a motto that suggests MCC's 
ongoing need for Christian servants-
servants who will not only identify the 
face of poverty in our suffering world, 
but also present the face of Christian 
love to the poor. 
MCCs workers in 52 countries around 
the globe serve so that because of their 
work people may praise God, as the 
apostle writes in 2 Cor. 9:12-13: "This 
service that you perform is not only 
supplying the needs of God's people but 
is also overflowing in many expressions 
of thanks to God. Because of the service 
by which you have proved yourselves, 
men will praise God for the obedience 
that accompanies your confession of the 
gospel of Christ, and for your generosity 
in sharing with them and with everyone 
else." 
But organizing people for service in 
today's world brings new challenges. We 
at MCC Canada would like to bring 
before you one point of tension, one 
question of approach, and one possible 
projection. 
A tension 
An ongoing, but hopefully healthy, 
tension exists in the way MCC works at 
developing service programs in many 
areas of need, both in North America 
and overseas. 
Should MCC simply identify the 
places where there is the greatest need 
and then search for the right people to 
meet those needs? Or should we be 
mindful of the people who are available 
and adjust MCC programs accordingly? 
MCC program planners try to be 
Adapted from a speech made to the MCC 
Ontario annual meeting by John Peters, Per-
sonnel Services, MCC Canada. 
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both responsive to the needs in our 
society and sensitive to the kinds of gifts 
and abilities that are being offered by 
willing applicants. But the onus is also 
on the folks in the pews, whose task is to 
encourage one another to develop gifts 
that meet today's needs. Let's each 
examine whether we have gifts to offer 
that will fulfill our Christian mandate to 
serve. 
An approach 
Remember the posters: "Uncle Sam 
Needs You"? 
Today we're bombarded by high-
powered advertising appeals demanding 
that we make a choice. Radio and TV 
ministries, nondenominational missions, 
and philanthropic agencies are compet-
ing ever more forcefully for our dona-
tions and our people. We may begin to 
wonder: is MCC's low-key approach to 
recruiting workers adequate? 
I'd say a pressured advertising attack 
should never replace two other styles of 
generating interest in service, styles I call 
"preparing the soil" and "shoulder-tap-
ping." 
Zero-tillage is a farming method in 
which seeds are planted without prepar-
ing the soil. It may be an advisable agri-
cultural technique under certain condi-
tions, but when it comes to preparing 
the seed-bed for service in the hearts of 
Christians, zero-tillage is not the answer. 
"Preparing the soil" can be done by rais-
ing the level of awareness among our 
members, by telling our stories of ser-
vice, by developing service themes, en-
couraging people to volunteer locally, 
by welcoming reports by returned 
workers in our churches, and by raising 
issues related to Christian service. 
One applicant, in answer to where she 
found out about MCC, responded that 
she thought it had been "in her blood" 
when she was born. Let's continue to 
make Christian service, in MCC and 
elsewhere, an integral part of our spirit-
ual heritage. 
A gentle tap on someone's shoulder 
about his or her potential involvement 
in service can do wonders. The person 
receiving a heartfelt, personal reminder 
to possibly consider Christian service 
through MCC does not need to be on 
the defensive. Instead, he or she may 
well see it as a vote of confidence and an 
encouragement. 
It is quite in order for Christians— 
now and then—to unapologetically, un-
assumingly, and unobtrusively tap a 
brother or sister on the shoulder and 
support them in their walk of faith by 
mentioning Christian service opportu-
nities. 
A projection 
The percentage of MCC workers who 
are returning for second and third terms 
of service is steadily rising. Thank God 
for willing workers. However, will we 
rely increasingly on alumni to the neg-
lect of "new" candidates? Hopefully not. 
As some has suggested, we may need 
a human resource inventory of our con-
gregations so that when someone with a 
particular set of gifts and talents is 
required, we can more easily identify 
that person. But no system can substi-
tute for the personal commitment of 
believers and their own initiative to 
come forward and declare themselves 
ready and willing to serve. 
These are some of the ongoing ten-
sions within MCC. There may be strate-
gies to choose and trends to analyze. But 
God's kingdom has room for each of his 
children to serve others "in the name of 
Christ" and to his glory. Let's unite as 
servants, as congregations, as pastors, 
and as Christian workers to seek crea-
tive, redemptive, loving service oppor-
tunities. 
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